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Lesson Objective: The tutee will be given information on how to properly do research. This 
lesson will highlight the significance of knowing how to find sources, cite without plagiarizing, 
and understand the different styles of essay writing. 
 
 
Handouts: 
 

a. Plagiarism: This handout is intended to teach tutees how to effectively avoid plagiarism 
by understanding the rules. 

 
b. Paraphrasing: This handout will help tutees understand the correct uses of paraphrasing 

and how to avoid plagiarism while using this technique. 
 

c. MLA 9th Edition Style Guidelines: A style guide to help tutees understand the elements 
of MLA formatting. 
 

d. APA 6th Edition Style Guidelines: A style guide to help tutees understand the elements 
of APA formatting. 
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The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers identifies plagiarism as using an author’s ideas, 
words, or sentence structure without credit or presenting an author’s ideas as your own.   
 
Some common forms of plagiarism are:   
  

1. Lack of Citation is failing to give credit to the source of the information, wording, or ideas. Be 
sure to acknowledge sources.   

a. Original Source: “Everyone uses the word ‘language,’ and everybody these days talks 
about culture. ‘Languaculture’ is a reminder…of the necessary connection between its 
two parts.” 

b. Plagiarism: At the crossroads of language and culture is a concept we could call 
languaculture.   

c. Correct: Michael Agar has called the intersection of language and culture 
“languaculture” (60).   

  
2. Incorrect Paraphrasing occurs when you use the words of an author without quotation marks, 

simply use synonyms, and even mimic sentence structure.  
a. Original Source: “Some of Dickinson’s most powerful poems express her firmly held 

conviction that life cannot be fully comprehended without an understanding of death.”   
b. Plagiarism: Emily Dickinson firmly believed that we cannot fully comprehend life 

without an understanding of death.   
c. Correct: According to Wendy Martin, Dickinson’s poems suggest that if life is to be 

“fully comprehended,” we must also know death (625).   
  

3. Taking an Argument or line of logic without giving credit can also be plagiarism. 
a. Original Source: “Until now the human race has undergone two great waves of 

change…and it is likely the third wave will sweep across history and complete itself in a 
few decades.” 

b. Plagiarism: Two revolutionary periods have marked history, and we may be standing at 
the beginning of a third, which may take only a few decades to transform humanity.   

c. Correct: Alvin Toffer says that humanity has experienced “two great waves of change,” 
and a third may begin and end rapidly (10).   

  
4. Common knowledge is facts or ideas present in multiple sources. These do not need to be cited, 

unless you borrow the specific language of one source. 
a. Common fact: H20 is the molecular structure of water 

i. This does not need to be cited as it is common knowledge and could come from 
many different sources   
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A paraphrase is a detailed restatement in your own words of someone else’s words and thoughts. The 
meaning of your passage should be the same as its source, but the wording, organization, and sentence 
structure should be your own.   
 
How to paraphrase: 

1. Understand the passage thoroughly. You may need to reread it or use a dictionary. A 
paraphrase must be true to the author’s original meaning and context, so you must truly 
understand the meaning.  

2. Outline the passage. This may help you understand all the information presented. Remember: a 
paraphrase must include all the original’s important ideas.   

3. Restate the information. In your own language, restate the original passage. This includes 
changing the wording and sentence structure without changing the meaning. You may need to use 
a synonym or substitute a phrase for a word to be sure the meaning is unchanged. Use quotation 
marks to identify any unique term or phraseology you have borrowed exactly from the source.  

4. Record the source. Document the in-text citation and the bibliographic citation.  
 
Avoiding plagiarism when paraphrasing: 
Changing a few words or reworking the order of a sentence does not mean you have avoided plagiarism 
when paraphrasing. Even if the author is credited, using too many original words without showing they 
are directly quoted is plagiarism. Let’s look at an example:   
 

• Original Source: 
“The automotive industry has not shown good judgment in designing automotive features that 
distract drivers. A classic example is the use of a touch-sensitive screen to replace all the controls 
for radios, tape/CD players, and heating/cooling. Although an interesting technology, such 
devices require that the driver take his eyes off the road” (3).   

  
• Unacceptable Paraphrase: 

Radio show hosts Tom and Ray Magliozzzi argue that the automotive industry has not 
demonstrated good judgment in devising car features that distract drivers. One feature is a touch-
sensitive screen that replaces controls for radios, tape/CD players, and heating/cooling. Although 
the technology is interesting, such devices require that a driver look away from the road (3).   

 
• Acceptable Paraphrase: 

Radio show hosts Tom and Ray Magliozzi claim that automakers do not always design features 
with safety in mind. Using touch screens for audio and temperature functions is a novel idea that 
draws a driver’s focus away from the road (3).    
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