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NEWS-IN-BRIEF

NATHAN MILLER AND HIGH BRIDGE BRASS

Nick Placido (Social Work) and
Andy Reynolds (Malone
University) have coauthored an
article entitled “A comparison of
free will, human agency, and the
transtheoretical model” which
appeared in the Journal of
Religion & Spirituality of Social
Work, Social Thought, Jan 2020

In the summer of 2018, five talented musicians gathered in Central Kentucky to perform
the Ewald brass quintets and Böhme Sextet for their album, High Bridge Brass. These
performers were Assistant Professor of Music, Nathan Miller (Alto Horn), Mark Ridenour,
AU class of ’81 (Cornet/Trumpet, Chicago Symphony Orchestra) Hiram Diaz (Euphonium,
“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band), Christopher Martin (Cornet/Trumpet,
New York Philharmonic), and Christopher Tiedeman (Tuba, “The President’s Own” United
States Marine Band). This new recording of two brass quintets (Op. 5 and Op. 11) by
Russian composer Victor Ewald and a brass sextet (Op. 30) by German composer Oskar
Böhme shows off the advantages of playing these early works on their intended
instruments.

Linda Stratford (Art) has coauthored with William Dyrness
an article entitled “Visual Arts:
Realism and Naturalism” which
appeared in the Oxford Research
Encyclopedia of Religion
(2020)
Linda Stratford has authored a
chapter entitled “Barnett
Newman’s Stations of the Cross
Reconsidered” which appears in
God in the Modern Wing, ed. by
Cameron J. Anderson and G.
Walter Hansen forthcoming from
InterVarsity Press
Amy Bessin (Library) has
authored an article entitled
“Teaching discernment in a world
that eschews truth” published
Fall 2019 in The Christian
Librarian.

Named for the significant bridges which connect the musicians, High Bridge Brass was
recorded in Jameson Recital Hall in the McCreless Fine Arts Center over the course of two
sessions, in mid-summer of 2018 with the goal to “capture the vitality and intensity of a
live performance—striving to create sweeping and expressive phrases, exerting to push
the limits of dynamic contrast, and daring to take musical chances to create an album that
is both beautiful and exciting” (Liner Notes, HBB). Use of this space and funding for the
recording session was provided through a faculty development grant.
Ron Holz, Nathan’s predecessor and former professor of music at AU, writes in his review
of the album in Brass Band World magazine that the ensemble “provides superb, clear, and
musically elegant performances of each work. In the two Ewald quintets their elegant
lyricism and dramatic flare revive these chestnuts and we hear them with fresh ears. The
demanding Sextet receives a terrific reading marked by technical assurance, quality blend,
and tight ensemble. The interpretations of all three works are on a definitive level.”
The record company, Summit Records, is an industry leader for chamber music. The album
can be purchased in hard copy at the Eagle Outlet on campus, as well as streamed through
any major streaming service, and on YouTube.

SEAN GAFFNEY PASSES ON TV WRITING PASSION TO STUDENTS

MORE NEWS-IN-BRIEF

In his life prior to joining the faculty of Asbury in 2018, Associate Professor of
Media, Journalism and Digital Storytelling, Sean Gaffney has been a story
administrator for Warner Bros, creator of The Superbook Show, a twice-weekly
YouTube series, managing director of Taproot Theater in Seattle, and General
Manager of The Lamb’s Theater in New York City. He has worked as a writer for
the award-winning Doritos Super Bowl commercial, “Sling Baby,” written the
story for VeggieTales entitled “King George and the Ducky” and the script for
the movie In-Lawfully Yours, staring Corbin Bernsen, Chelsea Crisp, and
Marilu Henner, available on Amazon Prime and UP TV.

Cheryl Crowe Johnson (Math)
currently serves as the President
of the Kentucky Association of
Mathematics Teacher Educators
(KAMTE). In February, she
attended the national AMTE
meeting as the affiliate
representative.

In the last year and a half, he has written four episodes of the new The
VeggieTales Show (including a theater spoof called “Shakesparagus”) and worked
on the development of a promo and show bible for The Action
Bible Web Series with David C. Cook.
In the spring semester, Gaffney ran an Asbury seminar called “TV Writing for
Children,” which has been contracted with InTouch Ministries to develop
content for a new web-based preschool series. This seminar has operated like a
professional writers’ room, developing material with notes from the series
director and creator, Steven Feldman. Over the course of the semester, the class
submitted 33 written scripts to Feldman and InTouch Ministries. Since the
semester’s end, the production company has asked for Deal Memo paperwork for
all eight students and plans on buying their scripts. Accepted student scripts
will be purchased and made into episodes for the show, giving the students
professional writing credits. Gaffney and the students will soon find out how
many scripts have been accepted.
Additionally, Gaffney has created “Eagle’s Nest,”a weekly meeting of campus
writers providing them with the opportunity to pitch ideas, workshop and
critique scrips, and serve as a source of encouragement and community on
campus.

HENRY ZONIO'S WORK ANALYZES WHITE SPIRITUALITY

Melissa Altman (Equine) has
authored a paper entitled
“Relationships of inflamm-aging
with circulating nutrient levels,
body composition, age, and
pituitary pars intermedia
dysfunction in a senior horse
population” which was
published in Veterinary Immunology
and Immunopathology, Volume 221
in March 2020
Devin Brown (English) was invited
speaker at The University of
Kentucky Honors College. He gave
talk entitled “Lewis and Tolkien:
How Authors' Perspectives Inform
What We Know about Their Texts”
(Jan 2020). In February, he gave
the lecture "Tolkien: The Man and
the Movie," at Kinlaw Library
and in March, he was an invited
speaker for the Lenten Lecture
Series at Christ Church Cathedral,
Lexington. He also presented a
workshop called “C. S. Lewis: His
Life, Works, and Legacy,” at
Asbury University’s Children’s
Literature Conference.

Book cover for Children's Spirituality
Zondervan Academic (2020)

IN SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULA

Henry Zonio’s chapter “Normalizing White Spirituality in Children’s Sunday School Curricula”
has been published in April with Zondervan Academic in a book entitled Bridging Theory and
Practice in Children's Spirituality: New Directions for Education, Ministry, and Discipleship edited
by Mimi Larson and Robert Keeley.
His chapter explores the normalization of white spirituality in children’s Sunday school material and includes research
conducted through qualitative content analysis of 13 different sets of Sunday School curricula from seven different
publishing houses. In total, 169 lessons were analyzed for racialized themes. Zonio found extensive normalization of
whiteness in the curricula through overrepresentation of illustrations and pictures featuring white people as well as
through color blind lessons and identities. His chapter offers suggestions for Sunday school publishers and
churches on how to diversify their curricula.

DAVID SWARTZ'S SECOND BOOK PUBLISHED,

ARTICLE IS COVER STORY OF CHRISTIANITY TODAY

In April, Associate Professor of History, David Swartz’s article “World Vision’s
Forgotten Founder” was the cover story in Christianity Today. His article reveals
the story of Korean pastor, Kyung-Chik Han, one of the founders of World
Vision, who disappeared from the American consciousness, usurped by American
evangelical missionary Bob Pierce’s legend and legacy. Swartz’s research
uncovers and makes available for western Christians the intertwining stories of
these two men, and rightly recovers Han’s valuable contribution to World
Vision. This article is available online on Christianity Today’s website and in the
April 2020 print edition.
Swartz’s second book Facing West: American Evangelicals in an Age of World
Christianity was released in May from Oxford University Press. According to
Soong-Chang Rah, author of The Next Evangelicalism, in Facing West Swartz
“offers a necessary and illuminating global lens for the emerging evangelical
narrative, one that has moved far beyond its assumed Western moorings.”
Melani McCalister, professor of American Studies and International Affairs at
George Washington University, calls it “beautifully researched and creatively
conceived… a remarkable account of American evangelicalism in its
transnational context.” Facing West attends to the demographic transfer of
religious vitality from the Global North to the Global South and is grounded in
interviews and archival research Swartz conducted in Korea, Thailand, the
Philippines, Uganda, Guatemala, and the United States. This “fascinating and
important book … can help reorient perspectives of American evangelicals.
Swartz provides a balanced and thoughtful guide to understanding what
American evangelicals have learned, and might learn, from the vast majority of
world Christians who are not following American scripts” (George Marsden,
Evangelicals: Who They Have Been, Are Now, and Could Be).

Book cover of Facing West, Oxford
University Press, 2020
Christianity Today cover, April 2020

ELIZABETH JONES PRESENTS WORKSHOP AND PAPERS, SERVES AS PROGRAM PLANNER FOR MAJOR

COMMUNICATION

CONFERENCE

Elizabeth Jones, Assistant Professor of Communication, presented a workshop in October
2019 at the International Conference on Communication in Healthcare in San Diego, CA.
Her paper was titled, “Opening Ourselves to Hear from Others Online: Harnessing Social
Media to Understand Experiences of Health and Illness”
She also served as the Vice-Chair and Program Planner for the Communication and Aging
Division of the National Communication Association at the National Communication
Association Annual Conference in Baltimore, MD in November. She was co-author on a
paper presented at the conference titled “Bolstering Stereotypes or Positive Images?
Theorizing the Portrayals of Older Adults in Hallmark holiday films,” as well as serving as
chair of several paper sessions. The paper assessed the representatativeness of older adult
characters in a positive media context (Hallmark holiday films) while advancing and testing
a theoretical framework for understanding older adult (OA) appearances that does not rely
solely on the use of positive stereotypes.

Elizabeth Jones at the International
Conference on Communication in
Healthcare in San Diego, California
Oct 2019

In April, Jones had the opportunity to present a research poster titled “Off the Wagon:
Metaphors of Weight Management” at the Kentucky Conference on Health Communication.
The conference was made entirely virtual due to COVID-19, and Jones presented the
poster to conference attendees via Zoom with her Asbury undergraduate research
assistant Katherine Fitch.
Additionally, as a point of celebration beyond the academy, she is expecting her fourth
baby this September.

JANET DEAN'S WORKSHOPS, PRESENTATIONS, PODCASTS, AND PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP

In November 2019, Janet Dean, Associate Professor of Psychology, co-presented with Asbury Seminary Professor of
Counseling & Pastoral Care, Steve Stratton, their research at the state annual conference for the Kentucky Counseling
Association in Louisville, KY.
They led three hour-long workshops entitled “Updated holding patterns’: The intersection of sexual identity and
religious/spiritual identity”, “The impact of micro-affirmations on a sample of sexual minorities in faith-based higher
education”, and “Gender identity and religious/spiritual identity in faith-based higher education.”
In March, she and Stratton presented a conference session entitled, “The intersection of faith and gender identity at faithbased schools: Attitudes, beliefs, climate, and milestones” at the Christian Association for Psychological Studies Annual
International Conference in Atlanta, GA.
Connected to this work and research with sexual and gender minorities, in February, Dean recorded “Lessons from Listening
to Sexual Minorities” on the Thrive podcast produced by Asbury Theological Seminary
https://thrive.asburyseminary.edu/listeningtosexualminorities/
Additionally, this semester Dean has been writing articles for her denominational magazine, Holiness Today, (Church of the
Nazarene) integrating psychology and theology and bridging into public scholarship with articles entitled “Surrendered
to the Word of God” and “Who am I”. She is also the women’s ministry leader at her local church, and during the pandemic
has been hosting weekly “e-votionals” which include phone calls and checking in, a devotional, and prayer, recording and
preparing these each week for the women in her church.

KRISTINA ERNY PUBLISHES POEMS, ATTENDS CONFERENCE, AND TEACHES POETRY WORKSHOP

For the second year in a row, in January, Kristina Erny, Asst. Professor of Creative Writing and English, taught a poetry
workshop to students at local preschool, Waterstone Academy, in Wilmore. Her lesson was entitled “Comparison, the FOOD of
poems” and involved hands-on activities and collaborative writing based on experiences with food (a cabbage, an onion, and a
banana). She also taught a poetry workshop, “Amped Up Acrostics: Breaking Out of Tired Poetry Forms” at Asbury’s Children’s
Literature Conference. This workshop focused on breathing new life into tried and true poetry forms in order to further engage
students with cross-curricular content, encourage creativity, and empower student voices.
In February, she attended the 48th annual Louisville Conference on Literature and Culture, where she read poems from her
manuscript-in-progress, “The Aliens,” poems which explore the complex emotional landscape of mother and child-hood through
the voice of aliens who have come to earth to make scientific study of humankind.
This past fall, her poem “Nobody’s Mother” was selected for publication in local literary magazine, Rabbit Catastrophe, and two
poems from her “Elijah Fed by Ravens” manuscript were selected for publication in Virginia Commonwealth’s Fall 2019
issue of their literary magazine, Blackbird. These poems can be found online. “Elijah and Obadiah” and “Elijah” (from the
same manuscript) were selected for publication in The Episcopal Charities’ Lenten Reader published during the season
of Lent. Her poem “Han / ” is forthcoming in The Portland Review in June.

한

On campus, Erny facilitates the Diverse American Voices
Bookclub, which meets in her home and seeks to cultivate
learning, empathy, and cultural understanding, through
the reading of, and conversation around, diverse voices in
contemporary literature.
This bookclub is open to students and faculty.

Kristina with Waterstone Academy
students (3 and 4 year olds) in January
2020

SUBMIT STORIES HIGHLIGHTING FACULTY

ACCOMPLISHMENTS, ACTIVITY, PUBLISHING,

Created to feature, celebrate and foster
community and interdisciplinary conversation,
The Faculty Newsletter is a periodical edited,
written, and designed by Kristina K. Erny,
Asst. Professor of Creative Writing.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, PROJECTS,

WORKSHOPS, PRESENTATIONS & OTHER NEWS

Stories should be sent to
kristina.erny@asbury.edu

