
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
Lt. Col. Ric  
Speakman ’01

Lt. Col. Ric 
Speakman 
has taken his 
Asbury degree 
all over the 
world, literally. 
As a family 
practice doctor 
and a flight 

surgeon, he has cared for people in 
different walks of life throughout 
his career. Now, as a Commander at 
McConnell AFB in Wichita, Kansas, 
Speakman treats 61 active duty 
and 42 contract and civilians in 
primary care, dental, public health 
and occupational safety. “There is 
something sacred about meeting 
people in vulnerability and moving 
them to health,” says Speakman. 
In his current role, people come 
seeking and needing something. He 
helps them walk through the need 
to find the path toward healing and 
“redemption”.

Working in the meritocracy that is 
the military gives Speakman the 
enjoyment of working for excellence. 
He works for the mission of helping 
others and believes that is a great 
driving force. He encourages others 
to work for excellence and for the 
mission of helping others, as well.

“What is health? That is the question 
that the medical field is wrestling 
with today. We must discuss, think 
critically about and contribute to 
this challenging understanding 
that will directly impact the field of 
health in the years to come.”

S C H O O L  O F  S C I E N C E ,  H E A LT H  
&  M AT H E M AT I C S

On November 23, eleven new horses arrived at 
Asbury’s Equine Center. They joined the Equine 

Center’s Police Mounts program. Over the next three 
years, the horses will be trained by Asbury equine 
majors. After their training, they will be sold to 
police departments across North America. Under the 
leadership of Harold Rainwater ’69, Asbury’s Police 

Mounts program has gained national recognition. This is one highlight of the 
many positive things going on in the School of Science Health & Mathematics. 
Increasingly, science and mathematics majors are taking advantage of opportunities 
to engage in undergraduate research. This past summer, 21 students participated in 
undergraduate research experiences across states in the East and Midwest. This fall 
semester, those same students have been presenting their summer research at local, 
state and national conferences. Engineering Mathematics major Harrison Williams, 
along with faculty members Will Shafer and David Coulliette, published a paper in 
the chemistry journal Catalysts. Harrison was the first author. Doing undergraduate 
research is one of the best things about the science programs at Asbury. The chance 
for students to design a project, collect and analyze data, interpret results, and then 
present their findings to a wider audience is excellent preparation for a career in 
science. Students are also beginning to learn about their acceptances to graduate 
and professional programs. As of this newsletter, six students have been accepted to 
medical school, one to physical therapy school.

These are just a few highlights about the good work being done in our school. The 
letter to the Romans reminds us that “ever since the creation of the world, God’s 
invisible nature has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made” [1:20]. 
Asbury is a relatively small university, but God has blessed us with excellent faculty 
and students seeking to learn about His creation through the study science, health 
and mathematics.

A Message from the Dean
DR. VINS SUTLIVE 
Dean, School of Science, Health & Mathematics 
vins.sutlive@asbury.edu

Asbury Math Students Shine at KCTM Conference
Asbury University promotes professional 
growth within the Math Department through 
a statewide conference. On September 7, 
Asbury’s Math Department provided twelve 
pre-education math students with the 
opportunity to attend the Kentucky Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics (KCTM). The 
conference gave them special insight into 
their field, as well as unique professional 
development opportunities as they prepare 
to become the next generation of educators.
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As a young boy, Harold Rainwater was always on the grounds of Asbury 
watching Coach Cecil Zweifel and the ball teams work out. That and the 

fact that his grandparents worked at Asbury had a huge impact on Rainwater. 
He became one of the youngest faculty members, working alongside Coach 
Zweifel, and the rest is history. 

His father had put him on a horse at a very young age and this began his love 
of horses. Being outdoors was in his blood. In later years, knowing that camps 
need three things to make them successful — food, waterfront and horses — 
Rainwater pushed for more of an equine presence at Asbury. In the heart of 
horse country, he started with a two-hour Horsemanship class and no horses. 
Now, Asbury is known for its ministry-based program that includes more than 
77 horses, of which 16 are in training to be Police Horses and an additional 11 
colts have arrived to start their training over the next 3 years, plus boarders. 
Rainwater believes this program was his calling.

His students are taught to outwork everyone. Rainwater models this 
expectation, believing, that as Christians, we should never coast. Asbury 
competes with big horse schools around the nation and our students have to 
be full of integrity and show confidence every day. This is instilled into them 
by Rainwater and other instructors in the Equine program. What should we 
remember? “Jesus first. People second. Horses third.” And “Answer the call. Do 
something that’s going to make a difference in the life of others because it 
will make a difference in yours.” 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:  
Mayor Harold Rainwater ’69 

Hayley Sledge, a senior, is studying 
Computational Mathematics and 

Spanish, and also serves on Asbury Student 
Congress as the Executive Secretary. 
She laughed that the Spanish major just 
happened as she pursued honors and AP 

classes in high school. It served her well as she transitioned into college, 
and now provides a nice break from her math studies. Her gift of math, 
pointed out to her while growing up, influenced her decision to pursue 
Computational Mathematics. Sledge’s time at Asbury has provided 
opportunities such as Math Modeling and incredible relationships with 
her professors. She credits Dr. Dave Coulliette ‘81 and his encouragement 
for her recent summer internship at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. That 
internship provided her with a job opportunity in operations research 
analytics after she graduates in May, 2020. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  
Hayley Sledge ’20

DEPARTMENT
HIGHLIGHTS
Asbury Horses Serve  
Across North America
The word is out — Asbury University’s 
student-trained service mounts are 
the best on the market. That’s why 
police departments from Vancouver 
to Albuquerque purchased every 
available horse this year. That’s why six 
police departments from the U.S. and 
Canada visited Asbury’s Equine Center 
in conjunction with the annual National 
Mounted Police Colloquium in Lexington, 
Ky. It’s also why Asbury completely sold out 
of available horses by the end of the week.

Students Excel at  
Kentucky Academy of 
Science Annual Conference
Each year, Asbury University sends a 
number of its biology, chemistry and 
biochemistry majors to the Kentucky 
Academy of Science (KAS) Annual 
Conference, and each year these students 
have seen great success with their 
projects. The event allowed students to 
not only gain experience in presenting 
their findings and receiving feedback on 
their research, but also to connect with 
professors from across the state. Students 
have the chance to network with these 
potential advisors about their thesis topics 
for graduate school.

For more information about  
the School of Science, Health  

and Mathematics, visit

asbury.edu/science-health-math
 To update your contact information 

or to share a class note, please contact 
the Alumni Office  

at alumni@asbury.edu


