
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
Berenice Soto ’15 
Heinlein

Berenice Soto ’15 Heinlein emigrated 
from Mexico to Texas as a child.  In 

5th grade, a teacher encouraged her to 
work hard and expect a positive future 
for herself despite socio-economic 
struggles.  That is when Heinlein 
decided to become a teacher and why 
she specialized in English as a Second 
Language in a diverse urban school 
setting.

Currently teaching 4th grade in 
Chicago, Berenice learned to work with 
30 students online.  Finding joy from 
seeing her students form opinions and 
express their thinking, she is “constantly 
amazed by students rising to challenges 
set before them.  The class is better 
when students take ownership, take 
risks and learn to lead themselves.”  That 
is what she suggests for young alums 
and current students, as well.  Try new 
things.  Go on adventures.  “Try to learn 
from those who think differently than 
you and do your best to fight against 
injustice, especially for marginalized 
groups.”

S C H O O L  O F  E D U C AT I O N

The spring semester in the School of Education 
brought many challenges as we prepared our 

students to become effective teachers in the midst of 
many changes. With the closures of Asbury’s physical 
campus and our public schools, we were very busy 
moving our learning experiences to an online format to 
ensure the learning process continued. 

No worries! Our amazing faculty and staff did not miss a beat as we revised our courses and 
our experiences in the schools. Our students learned all about how to provide effective 
instruction through digital formats and assisted the public school teachers as they worked 
diligently to ensure our P-12 students and parents were well equipped to learn from home. 
These virtual experiences will enable our students to learn effective technologies that will 
be useful when they start their teaching careers. We worked to provide multiple forms of 
communication with students to support them as they finished the semester strong.

We pray everyone feels God’s love and protection during this time and that we become a 
stronger community on the other end of it. 

Blessings, Sharon Bixler

A Message from the Dean
DR. SHARON BIXLER 
Dean, School of Education
sharon.bixler@asbury.edu

DEAN’S NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2020

FINDING HOPE 
DURING A PANDEMIC
An Article by Summar Bussey ’20

In my time reflecting on the situation at hand, I 
feel a lot like David. Throughout Psalms, you see 
David navigating through various emotions. He 
transfers so quickly from lamenting and begging 
for understanding, to unwaveringly praising in the 
midst of the unknown.

https://peermag.org/articles/to-the-senior/

mailto:sharon.bixler@asbury.edu
https://peermag.org/articles/to-the-senior/


Stephanie Zebosky is 
returning as a non-

traditional undergraduate to 
complete her degree in Middle 
School Education with an 
emphasis in Language Arts 
and Social Studies. Feeling 
encouraged and inspired 
by Asbury staff, faculty and 
fellow classmates, Stephanie is 
reminded of the faithfulness of 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  
Stephanie Zebosky

DEPARTMENT
HIGHLIGHTS

• Kamry Wells, Outstanding Achievement in 
Traditional Elementary Education

• Tiffany Kennedy, Outstanding 
Achievement in APS Elementary Education

• Teri Crutcher, Outstanding Achievement in 
Middle School Education

• Clay Bisher, Outstanding Achievement in 
Secondary Education

• Victoria Hall, Outstanding Achievement in 
P-12 Education

For more information about the School of Education, visit 
asbury.edu/education 

For upcoming events, visit:  
asbury.edu/calendar 

 To update your contact information or to share a class 
note, please contact the Alumni Office:  

alumni@asbury.edu

Our Award Winners
for this Year

God. Reflecting over the sacrifices that her family has made 
for her to trust in the Lord in her journey, she is finishing 
her education degree.

Stephanie shares that during her time as an Asbury 
student, the community has poured into her personally and 
academically. 

After teaching Special 
Education for 13 years, 

Dr. Allie Rhodes pursued a 
Ph.D. in Special Education. 
As an Assistant Professor 
at Asbury, Dr. Rhodes has 
the opportunity to mentor 
and educate students, which 
brings joy to her life. She 
enjoys their excitement and 
passion for teaching. 
 
Dr. Rhodes research interests and passions center on advocacy, 
inclusion and assistive/ instructional technology for individuals with 
learning disabilities. 

While sharing about her experience and drive for teaching, she 
shared one of her favorite quotes, “To the world, you may be one 
person, but to one person you may be the world.” She hopes her 
students at Asbury are able to experience this once they become 
teachers.  “Try and keep that excitement for what you are doing 
right.”

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:  
Dr. Allie Rhodes
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100% ONLINE 
GRADUATE DEGREES

• MASTERS IN LEARNING 
AND BEHAVIOR DISORDERS

• MASTERS IN ENGLISH AS A 
SECOND LANGUAGE

• MASTERS IN LITERACY 

• EDUCATION SPECIALIST 
DEGREE IN:  
  –  PRINCIPAL LICENSURE 
  – INSTRUCTIONAL   
   SUPERVISOR 
  – DIRECTOR OF PUPIL   
   PERSONNEL

• SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 
CERTIFICATION
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