
We are living through truly extraordinary times.  On March 
6, Asbury students, faculty, and guests filled Hughes 
Auditorium to celebrate the inauguration of Dr. Kevin Brown 
as our 18th President, amidst many hugs, handshakes, and 
shared meals around crowded tables.  The next Friday, we 
sent students home with a plan to spend an extra week of 
spring break.  The following week, we told students not 

to come back to campus at all, and that we would finish the term using online/distance 
modes of instruction.  At the end of the semester, we only saw our colleagues and 
students via Zoom, graduation was postponed, campus was empty, and it was nearly 
impossible to imagine the camaraderie we shared a few months ago, during the March 
6 celebration.  As President Brown has been saying, we can do hard things together, and 
perhaps the hardest part about our current return to work situation is knowing when and 
how it will end.  

In the meantime, the work of the University continued, even if it looked and felt radically 
different from ever before.  The faculty of our College suddenly grappled with online 
instructional technologies that were new to many of them.  And the students were having 
to adjust as well.  Even though our students are “digital natives,” and have grown up with 
the internet and an ever-increasing array of technology tools, they chose to come to our 
campus so they could experience dormitory life, sit in classrooms with our professors, and 
be part of all we share together during this seminal period in these students’ lives. The 
communal experience of the college dissipated with the great dispersion of students and 
faculty to our homes, and the transfer of personal connections to Zoom and social media 
platforms.

But one of the great benefits of studying the liberal arts—history, literature, philosophy, 
theology, music, art, and the natural and social sciences—is realizing the extent to which 
humans have shifted and changed over time, and adapted to evolving economic and 
social contexts.  Whatever the post-COVID-19 order ends up being in the U.S. and around 
the world, our students, introduced to liberal learning and encouraged in a Wesleyan 
perspective by our educational setting and our excellent faculty, will be leaders who will 
rise to the challenges ahead.  You might not see their faces on newscasts or prominent 
websites, but be assured that Asbury students and alumni will be playing critical roles 
in the reset process that will be underway in the coming months and years, as agents of 
moral, social, and spiritual uplift.  They have, after all, been prepared for such a time as this.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
William “Spence” 
Spencer ’96

Serving as the Deputy Space Force 
Chaplain in the U.S. Airforce and 

assigned to the newly created US 
Space Force, Lt. Col. William Spencer 
’96 is leading and pastoring Airmen 
and Space Professionals at this very 
historic time.  Spence started at Asbury 
as a Chem-Bio major, but during a 
mission trip to Jamaica his junior 
year, received a different calling.  He 
knew God wanted him to serve in 
ministry so he changed his major to 
Bible/Theology.  After graduation, 
he attended Asbury Theological 
Seminary, joining the Air Force Reserve 
as a chaplain candidate.

Although his current role is 
administrative, Spencer enjoys 
mentoring other chaplains.  When 
asked about lessons learned he 
shares, “Look for the best in every 
opportunity. God supplies us with 
what we need, where we are in life.  
Do your very best at every opportunity 
afforded to you and leave it in God’s 
hand to open or close doors for you.”
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Every Spring, the Kentucky General Assembly’s 

Legislative Research Commission Internship 

Program selects 20 Kentucky Students to 

participate in this program.  
 

Asbury had two student representatives in this program, Jesse Green ’21 and Brett Gillispie ’21 
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“Being a professing Christian requires 
expanding, rather than limiting, what 

it means to be truly educated. Expand 
continually throughout your adult life. 
Cultivate an eye for faith relevance in all 
areas…Don’t stop growing.”  That’s the 
advice from Professor Linda Stratford to 
alumni.

Through a deliberate combination of 
interdisciplinary questions, connections 
and use of concrete embodiment, Dr. Linda 
Stratford, Professor of French History and 
of Art History and Art Theory and Criticism, 
guides her students to consider course 
content through the larger cultural, political 
and social context. 

Dr. Stratford challenges her students to view 
material that is considered within a Christian 

framework, as well as material outside of a Christian framework. This allows students 
to delve into a course that promotes diversity in thought and mediums to bring a 
greater understanding and meaning to the arts.

During the fall semesters, Dr. Stratford directs students on a semester abroad in Paris, 
France, turning the city into their “classroom”. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:  
Dr. Linda 
Stratford ’89

From the age of 14, Bethany felt called 
to be a pastor.  This calling led her to 

pursue a degree in Bible and Theology at 
Asbury. Maciejewski plans to continue her 
education by earning a Master of Divinity, 
which is part of the ordination process in 
the United Methodist Church. Studying 

scripture brings her joy through the process of looking at the 
big picture and context. It also allows her to grasp the reason 
behind Christ’s death on the cross and who we are called to 
be through Him. Maciejewski has learned to be opened to 
the Holy Spirit and reminds others to do the same. During her 
tenure as an Asbury Student, Bethany served the Visionary 
Class of 2020 as Class Chaplain for two years. 

“Sometimes God calls us to uncomfortable places, and to 
answer hard questions. Surrender yourself to the process of 
becoming who God is calling you to be.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  
Bethany Maciejewski ’20

Colin Toth Outstanding Achievement in Ancient 
Languages Ancient & Modern Languages 
Livia Heidelberger Outstanding Achievement in 
French Ancient & Modern Languages 
Andrés Donahue Outstanding Achievement in 
Spanish Ancient & Modern Languages 
Anna Renaud Art & Faith Award Art & Design

Bethany Maciejewski Outstanding Achievement in 
Bible and Theology Christian Studies & Philosophy 
William Locke Association of Youth Ministry 
Educators Certificate of Excellence Christian Studies 
& Philosophy 
Rebecca Boiney E. Stanley Jones Scholastic Award in 
Missions Christian Studies & Philosophy

Kayla Beebout Excellence in English English College 
of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 
Julie Berry Excellence in Creative Writing English 
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 
Owyn Howard Excellence in English Education 
English College of Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences 
Jed Smith Excellence in Service to the Writing 
Center English College of Arts, Humanities, and 
Social Sciences

Victoria Hall Outstanding Achievement in Bachelor 
of Science in Music Education 
Jonathan George Outstanding Achievement in 
Bachelor of Arts in Music 
Bethany Hamilton Dr. Alan & Yvonne Moulton 
Scholar’s Program Psychology

Abigail Perkins Dr. Alan & Yvonne Moulton  
Scholar’s Program 
Anne Sisk Dr. Alan & Yvonne Moulton  
Scholar’s Program 
Kaitlyn Wortham Dr. Alan & Yvonne Moulton 
Scholar’s Program 
Emilie Miller Highest Academic Achievement 
Hannah Anderson Lee Fisher Psi Chi Award for 
Leadership, Service, Academic Excellence,  
and Character 
Byriah J. Loper Outstanding Graduate in History 
Jason Clay Bisher Outstanding Graduate in Social 
Studies Teacher Education 
Elizabeth A. Thacker Outstanding Graduate in 
Political Science
Taylor A. Skolik Outstanding Graduate in  
Political Science 
Livia J. Heidelberger Outstanding Graduate  
in Sociology 
Marguerite Ruth Cox Outstanding Academic 
Achievement in Social Work Social Work

For more information about the College of Arts,  
Humanities & Social Sciences, visit:  

asbury.edu/arts  
For upcoming events, visit:  

asbury.edu/calendar 
To update your contact information or to share a class note,  

please contact the Alumni Office: 
alumni@asbury.edu
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