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I. n., 1. travelling money, provisions for a 
journey (in the form of  
food, money, etc.). 2. (transf.) intellectual  
or similar resources for the journey of life.

ASBURY UNIVERSITY 
MISSION STATEMENT

Asbury University, a Christian Liberal Arts University 

in the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition, equips students, 

through academic excellence and spiritual vitality, 

for lifelong learning, leadership and service to the 

professions, society, the family and the Church, 

preparing them to engage their cultures and 

advance the cause of Christ around the world. 

For more information about Asbury University or any of 
the features or research in this issue of “Viaticum,” please 
write to: Office of Marketing & Communications, Asbury 
University, One Macklem Drive, Wilmore, KY 40390-1198.  
You can also e-mail us at marcom@asbury.edu or visit our 
Web site at asbury.edu.

Bridges to the Future
"The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise 
seek it out." — Proverbs 18:15

“How does it work?” — “What is it for?” — “Why does it do that?” 
From a young age, these were questions that consumed me. They 
compelled me to disassemble my bicycle down to the last ball 
bearing and to open the back of our family TV with my screwdriver 
in hand. Technology has always fascinated me. My parents bought 
me my first computer in 1982 — a Timex Sinclair 1000 complete with 
2KB of memory. In high school I signed up for the first computer 
programming class offered to students. My early days of discovery, 
enhanced by emerging technologies and by patient mentors along 
the way, greatly influenced my approach to learning and serving. 
In this issue of "Viaticum," I invite you to enjoy stories from our 
professors. Discover how their past bridges their current pursuits and 
impacts engagement with our current students.

Asbury faculty are more than providers of content. Each professor 
serves as a facilitator of learning by assisting students to navigate 
an increasing abundance of content and information. Dr. Lisa 
Jones shares how she is using technology for innovative classroom 
pursuits. She is purposely expanding our reach through online 
courses to build community and provide access to learners unable 
to invest in a four-year residential experience.

Dr. Don Zent employs the piano to “help listeners transcend the 
concerns of the moment.” Dr. Bobby Baldridge encourages students 
to delve into the unseen world of God’s creation. Each endorses 
the value of the Asbury Liberal Arts curriculum which “pushes 
students to think beyond themselves and their disciplines, which has 
implications for both life and research.” 

These are just a few examples of how Asbury faculty demonstrate 
their daily commitment to prepare and equip servant-leaders. They 
honor our heritage by inspiring students to pursue innovation, 
ponder relevance and practice their faith. Asbury University is a 
vibrant 21st-century center of learning by espousing academic 
excellence and spiritual vitality. With technological advances 
guaranteed to change dramatically throughout the coming 
decades, our curricula are designed to be a bridge to the future. 
Our community celebrates enduring Truth and the privilege of 
discovering more of God’s brilliance 
and creativity by questioning, seeking, 
discerning and acquiring. 
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Abby Sams Growing up in the 
mountains of Southern 
Ohio, Dr. Lisa Jones never 

imagined she’d be living her 
dream, getting to work with 
technology while teaching 
students the ins and outs of 
instructional design. 

Jones began working as 
the assistant professor of 
Instructional Design for Asbury 
University's Adult & Online 
students in July 2018, and her 
journey to Asbury has been long 
and winding. 

Though it surprises even Jones 
herself, it was partly her Appalachian roots that led her 
to work in instructional design, a field that has grown in 
popularity in recent years. 

The Association for Educational Communications and 
Technology (AECT) defines instructional design as “the 
theory and practice of design, development, utilization, 
management and evaluation of processes and resources 
for learning.” 

Jones describes it this way: “Let’s 
say you had to teach me how 
to write a page of marketing 
and I know nothing,” Jones 
said. “I’m a learner and there’s 
a gap between me and that 
knowledge. In between me 
and that knowledge is a path 
to learning. The instructional 
designer actually creates that 
path. They figure out what the 
gap is and then they fill that in 
with content in a way to move 
you from ‘I don’t know anything’ 
to ‘I know how to do this.’ The 
cool part is, most of the time, 
you get to use technology.” 

Jones’ uncle made a living fixing television and radio sets. 
When Jones was around 5 years old, she would visit his 
shop and play with the various tech trinkets there, her 
uncle encouraging her fascination with the technologies of 
the day. 

“It was never, ‘Oh no, don’t touch that.’ It was like, ‘Here is 
this welder. Play with it and take this apart and put it back 
together,’” Jones said. “That formed me somehow to not 

From 
Appalachia
to Apple:
Dr. Lisa Jones’ Path to the Field of Instructional Design 

Dr. Timothy Wooster
Provost, Asbury University

 “ Let's say […] I’m 
a learner and […] 
in between me and 
knowledge is a path 
to learning. The 
instructional designer 
actually creates  
that path.”
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be afraid of tech. He made me see the 
coolness of it. You can make this work and 
then you can record your voice. How cool is that? I’m really 
just doing a more advanced version of that now.”

In school, Jones struggled with technical subjects like 
mathematics and science but loved reading and writing. 
She’s still an avid reader to this day. Step into her office 
and it won’t be long before she mentions the books she’s 
currently reading. However, she notes that her grades in 
arithmetic and chemistry may have improved had she 
grown up with the classroom technologies available today. 

“If I had the things that people have now, I would’ve done 
so much better,” Jones said. “We have what’s called the 
Flipped Classroom Model now. If you’re struggling with 
math, you can go online anytime and watch these problems 
through technology. That would’ve helped me. I came to 
this epiphany that this is the future, combining technology 
and education. I just really wanted to be a part of that.”

While working as a high school teacher in Eastern 
Kentucky and pursuing a degree at a nearby college, 
Jones began teaching as an adjunct professor at that 
same college. It was there that she became familiar with 
classroom technologies such as smartboards and she 
learned to design online courses, further igniting a passion 
that continues today.  

As Jones works with Adult & Online students, all of 
her classes take place online. In her own words, she is 

Dr. Lisa Jones is an assistant professor of Instructional Design 
and the program coordinator for Instructional Design in Asbury 
University’s School of Communication Arts. She came to Asbury in 
the summer of 2018 with more than a decade of experience as an 
online instructional designer. Jones received her Ed.D. in Educational 
Technology and Leadership from Morehead State University in 
Kentucky. Her research interests include pedagogy in the online 
setting and game theory.  

Dr. Lisa Jones

“always on.” She finds a particular joy in working with 
non-traditional students, as she was herself one, having 
returned to college to pursue higher education after 
getting married and having children. 

“I try to be there when they need me,” Jones said. “I tell 
my students, jokingly, ‘If you send me an e-mail at 1 a.m., 
I’ve been known to answer, but don’t count on it.’ I have 
done that a few times and they’ve been like, ‘I can’t believe 
you’re still up.’”

Even so, she enjoys taking a step back from her passion of 
tech every now and then, exploring nature and going on 
hikes with her husband. 

“It’s becoming my new goal to figure out additional ways 
to unplug and really just connect back to nature, to God, to 
my family and just realizing that we probably shouldn’t be 
plugged in as much as we are,” Jones said.  

As technology continues to advance, Jones hopes that 
people, especially Christians, are able to distinguish its place 
in their lives, being intentional about finding balance. 

“After a while, it does become too much and it takes 
the place of God,” Jones said. “We read a book for the 
Freshman Liberal Arts Seminar at Asbury. In that book, 
it’s talking about setting boundaries. It quoted ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels.’ This was in the late 18th century. When the little 
people had captured Gulliver, they said he was always 
taking his pocket watch out and looking at it. They said, 
‘That must be his god.’ They brought that up in this book 
and I thought, ‘Wow, that is just like us.’ If somebody 
captured us today, they would say that. That really hit me. 
We should think about how much time we spend.”

Getting to marry faith, technology and education has 
proved to be a dream job for Jones. Though her time at 
Asbury is just beginning, she’s excited to see what God has 
in store for her at the University. 

“This is almost the perfect job, in a way, because I can 
do what I love to do as my career but also be there for 
students if they’re struggling with their faith,” Jones said. 

As for that little girl in Southern Ohio tinkering around in 
her uncle’s shop? We think she’d be pretty proud.  

 “ If you’re struggling with math, you 
can go online anytime and watch 
these problems through technology. 
This is the future, combining 
technology and education. I just  
really wanted to be a part of that.”



Dr. Don Zent is the product of good music teachers. 
Really good music teachers. 

Professor of Piano at Asbury University, Zent’s direct 
pianistic ancestry is breathtaking — just one branch of the 
“genealogy” includes Jorge Bolet, Moriz Rosenthal, Franz 
Liszt, Carl Czerny and Ludwig van Beethoven. With such a 
pedigree, you’d expect Zent to be a consummate artist, and 
he certainly is. But he’s also an outstanding educator, drawing 
on his rich experience to encourage students to strive for the 
excellence Asbury is known for. 

As Professor of Piano and Coordinator of Keyboard Studies, 
Zent teaches applied piano, group piano, piano pedagogy, 
piano literature plus form and analysis. This range of instruction 

allows him to interact with students at all 
experience levels. 

“Watching students progress and reach 
more potential than they thought they 

had — that’s a joy for me,” 
Zent said. “The Lord has 
really helped me through 
the years to teach well, to 

understand the students, 
to try to meet them where 
they are and to try to push 
the students beyond what 
they think they’re capable 
of doing.”

Drawing on his own 
experiences with music 
teachers — both positive 
and negative — Zent 
has developed a simple 
teaching philosophy. When 
Zent listens to his piano 
students, he looks for 
something to praise and 
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Dr. Donald A. Zent is professor of Piano and coordinator of Keyboard 
Studies at Asbury University. Zent has taught university music  
students for more  than 40 years and has taught at Asbury since 1988. 
He teaches applied piano, group piano, piano pedagogy, piano  
literature plus form and analysis. Zent holds three degrees in piano 
performance: Bachelor of Music and Master of Music, both from 
Indiana University, and Doctor of Musical Arts from the College-
Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati. 

Dr. Don Zent

Teaching by Encouraging
Drawing on a prestigious musical lineage, Dr. Don Zent 
encourages students to strive for excellence.

 “ I have a responsibility  
to share music with others  

as a result of the gift God has 
given to me. It's not an  

obligation, it's a privilege.”

 

affirm before offering critique. The concept is simple enough, 
but Zent has personally experienced the difference it makes.  

During college, Zent nearly quit piano after a grueling 
experience with a professor who constantly critiqued his 
work and offered no positive encouragement. “Listen to 
what he says, not how he says it,” a friend advised. That 
helped, Zent said. It also left a permanent mark. Following 
his negative experience, he studied with teachers who 
embodied the opposite approach — a careful balance of 
praise and criticism. 

“I studied with Nicholas Zumbro, who was so positive,” Zent 
said. “Then I studied with the great Jorge Bolet. Although 
he had a really gruff voice, his heart was as gentle as a lamb. 
Then, I studied with Santos Ojeda at College Conservatory. 
What a wonderful teacher he was. I like to emulate those 
teachers. I greatly appreciate them.”

An accomplished performer, Zent has played works by 
Bach, Mozart, Brahms, Szymanowski and many more in solo 
recital. To many on Asbury’s campus, however, he’s equally 
well-known as an accompanist — a role to which he gives 
equally thorough attention. 

“I have a notebook of my accompanying projects, and 
I consider all kinds of possibilities and then write in my 
decisions,” Zent said. “That takes hours, and then I think 
about how am I going to use the pedal, and what kind of 
sound do I want and how am I going to get it technically? I’m 
working on those things.”

Student vocalists and instrumentalists who benefit from 
Zent’s accompaniment might not always know the depth of 
preparation that goes into his work. It’s part of his artistry — 
musicianship that is immaculately polished and thoughtful, 
yet self-effacing. 

Zent also teaches accompanying, which he says is a highly 
practical tool for many students.

“I’ve encouraged many of my students to obtain skills in 
accompanying because I think a good accompanist is always 
in demand whereas a solo performer is not,” Zent said.

Zent also brings a strong spiritual perspective to his teaching, 
informed by his family history. When Zent was young, his 
family attended a country church, where he was fascinated 
by the musicianship of an evangelistic singer. Later, at another 
church, he was amazed by the skill of a young pianist, and 
began studying with the boy’s piano teacher. Today, church 
music still plays an important role in Zent’s life; he serves as a 
pianist, soloist and song leader at his church.

“I feel that the Lord has given me musical ability and I have also 
worked really hard to cultivate it,” Zent said. In my mind, I have 
a responsibility to share music with others as a result of the gift 
God has given to me. It’s not an obligation, it’s a privilege.”

For Zent, music has a unique power to help listeners 
transcend the concerns of the moment.

“I’ve found that through performing, those who listen are lifted 
beyond themselves to the point where they have a tendency 
to forget, at least temporarily, their immediate problems and 
to focus on the beautiful,” Zent said. “That’s a gift from God, 
that all of us have the opportunity to enjoy music.”

In all his roles — soloist, educator, accompanist, worship 
musician and leader — Zent exudes a quiet enthusiasm for 
his instrument and his calling.

“It’s the best instrument ever, but some people wouldn’t agree 
with me,” Zent said, smiling. “I just feel like I could study 
piano music my whole life and not really exhaust it.”  

Beethoven

Liszt

Czerny

Rosenthal

Bolet
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For as long as he can remember, Dr. 
Bobby Baldridge has been fascinated by 
microbiology. He’s not sure where the 

interest originated, as his father was a pastor, and none 
of his immediate family were scientists. He can only 

conclude that his drive to explore the unseen world was 
innate — “Just part of who I am,” he says.

A veterinarian-turned-Biology professor, Baldridge also 
has a passion for teaching, interacting and sharing. 

After practicing as a veterinarian (primarily small 
animal practice), he felt led to teach at the 

college level, and his callings converged 
at Asbury University.

“It seemed that practicing 
veterinary medicine was very 

satisfying to me on the science 
side of things but not as 

satisfying to me in regards 
to human interaction and 
the opportunity to instruct 
or to provide guidance,” 
Baldridge said. “This idea 
that I was doing that in 
church as a teacher, doing 
that in veterinary medicine 

as a teacher, it just seemed 
like the next best step 

was looking into teaching 
science in particular since 

that’s my academic training 
and background.”

Teaching at the college level 
specifically was a natural choice for 

Baldridge, as he wanted to influence young 
people in the formative stages of academic 

and career development. From the beginning of 
his career as a professor, he knew research would play 

a critical role in his interaction with students.

Wonderfully Made
Dr. Bobby Baldridge  
finds joy in studying and 
sharing the created order. 
His reason? He was 
created that way.

Baldridge has continued publishing himself — in June 2018, 
he co-authored an article in the "American Physiological 
Society Journal Advances in Physiology Education" regarding 
pedagogy in graduate education. Just as importantly, 
though, he’s a mentor and encourager for student 
researchers at Asbury.

“For me, it was part of the job when I first started at 
Asbury. It was part of what faculty here do,” Baldridge said. 
“But then secondly, it just fit this concept I had of myself of 
just being able to come alongside students and help them 
develop and help them go in stages to higher and higher 
levels of academic and professional success.”

Baldridge estimates he has served as senior research 
instructor for more than two dozen undergraduates.

“The most rewarding part is seeing students face 
the challenges of research and learning how to 
cope with and succeed through those challenges,” 
Baldridge said. “Research is fraught with delays, 
mistakes, instrument or equipment failures, technical 
difficulties. It’s a human endeavor.”

Baldridge draws comparisons between the trials of 
research and the general hardships of life. Neither are 

smooth journeys; both involve highs and lows of emotion 
and accomplishments.

“Students who have to work through that and come 
out on the other side now have a realistic view of 

what it takes in the scientific community to find 
out information and to have that new information 

(hopefully) eventually applied to solving some 
human dilemma or human suffering or human 
lack,” Baldridge said. “Every scientific success has 
come through that kind of troubled waters.”

Baldridge says that, in the midst of challenging 
research projects, many students take heart from 
the successes of other Asbury students and alumni.

“Many of our students go on to the next level quite 
adeptly after Asbury,” Baldridge said. “So, current 

students look at successful alumni and think, ‘Well, 
if they can do it, I can do it.’ It builds their confidence. 

They go, ‘Oh, that was tough Dr. Baldridge, but look, I got a 
scientific paper out of it. I got to present at the KAS (Kentucky 

Academy of Science) or a similar professional venue, and I have 
a credential and an understanding now of scientific work that 
I didn’t have before.’ What I like seeing is the maturity and the 
courage and the resilience of that student after they’ve been 
through the ringer like that, the tough times of research.”

Asbury’s liberal arts curriculum adds an important dimension 
for student researchers in the sciences, Baldridge said. 
Studying the broader liberal arts tradition pushes students 
to think beyond themselves and their disciplines, which has 
implications for both life and research.

“The most rewarding 
part is seeing students 
face the challenges of 
research and learning 
how to cope with and 
succeed through those 

challenges.”
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Dr. Bobby Baldridge is a veterinarian-turned-Biology professor at 
Asbury University.  He holds a B.S. from the University of Kentucky 
and a D.V.M from Tuskegee University. Since 1994, he has used his 
passion for the sciences to teach and mentor Asbury students. His 
research interests include anatomy and physiology. His son, Luke, 
graduated from Asbury in 2009 with a degree in Theatre & Cinema 
Performance. Baldridge enjoys reading, spending time with his wife, 
Lynndy, and watching his favorite show, “Star Trek.” 

Dr. Bobby  
Baldridge

After a long search, the academic 
resource center of Asbury University 
— Kinlaw Library — is now under the 
direction of Jared Porter ‘01. 

Porter, a Wilmore native, majored in 
Psychology at Asbury and planned 

to be a missionary in a Spanish-speaking country upon 
graduation. But then a new passion was sparked after 
an experience working in library science at the Asbury 
Theological Seminary. 

What does Porter see for the future of Kinlaw Library? He’s 
currently working on making information more accessible, 
especially for the University's Adult & Online students. 

“The paper in front of you is only as good as you handing it 
to me,” Porter said. “That’s as far as it can get. But, as soon as 
we scan that paper and put it online then someone in Florida 
or Ohio could access it. Or, people could access it at the same 
time. I’m really interested in making sure good, scholarly 
resources are accessible to people all over.”

He’s also looking forward to creating study environments 
throughout the library that honor different learning styles, 
designating more quiet and collaborative spaces for students 
throughout the building. 

Porter, who enjoys reading personal development and 
finance books in his spare time, hopes to craft a new financial 

plan for the library that would essentially allow it to live off a 
“retirement fund” of sorts. 

“A long-term goal would be to engage friends and donors 
in order to raise an endowment for our library,” Porter said. 
“From a personal finance perspective, I can retire once I have 
enough of a nest egg that I can live off the interest of it. So, 
what would that look like in a library environment?” 

Kinlaw’s options for resource material provide boundless 
wells of knowledge for faculty and students to peruse. A best 
practice Porter hopes to promote? One-on-one engagement 
between librarians and students or faculty. 

Porter said, “When a student goes to write a paper or start a 
project, it might be a good idea to go and collaborate with 
a librarian and ask them, ‘Where should I get started with 
resources?’ Just the other day, we encountered a student and 
his idea was 100 yards wide. After talking with him, we got it 
down to about 60 yards. But I said, ‘Hey, why don’t you set up 
a one on one with a librarian?’ And they got it down to about 
25 yards. Eventually he ended up with a three-yard idea and 
it was a lot better for him because he was able to focus on the 
specific topic instead of such a broad one.”

Porter’s palpable excitement for the library is contagious, 
and he’s looking forward to working with Asbury's Office 
of Institutional Advancement to see what partnership 
opportunities can be pursued  in the future. For Porter, the 
possibilities are endless.  

Looking to the Future
Jared Porter ’01 anticipates great things for Kinlaw Library. 

“If you’re only interested in your own personal success, 
whether you’re a scientist or a musician, then very likely 
without noticing it sometimes, you’re going to step on some 
toes or offend people in the manner in which you move 
quickly, decisively ahead towards your single goal,” Baldridge 
said. “Sometimes you have blinders on. I think the person 
that comes out of the liberal arts education has had the 
opportunity to consider the whole community of persons 
that they’re a part of — their local community, their campus 
community and the global community. What I hope is the 
person who’s had that opportunity enters their work with a 
view toward being successful.”

Baldridge also hopes the liberal arts can push students to 
think of the responsibility they have, in their various callings, 
to contribute and give back to others.

“Being a successful scientist, musician, Spanish teacher or 
filmmaker — being one of the best — that’s a great goal,” 
Baldridge said. “While I’m on that path to become one of the 
best, I also need to pay attention to how I can influence and 
create an atmosphere of flourishing and success and well-
being around me. I hope the liberal arts student has noticed 
that, while we’re on a journey for personal fulfillment, we’re 
not supposed to do that as if it’s all about me.”

When he talks about his students and his work, Baldridge 
sometimes sounds as much like a pastor as he does a 
professor. Baldridge pursues academic excellence in the 

classroom and in research while prioritizing and nurturing 
students’ spiritual growth — an opportunity that is 

increasingly unique in the world of higher education.

“When I came to Asbury, I knew it would be hard to rise 
to the high professional level of teaching here, but very 
quickly, I knew I’d made a really good decision with 
God’s direction,” Baldridge said. “It’s a blessing.”

Baldridge’s father, a pastor and 1951 Asbury alumnus, 
was thrilled when Baldridge began teaching at Asbury.

“In his mind, this was a ministry,” Baldridge said. “It 
wasn’t the pastoral ministry. It wasn’t missions. But, from 

my father’s point of view, it was ministry in the sense that 
I was at a place that was identified as Christ-centered. He 

knew our history. He knew the foundations of theological 
tradition here.”

Like every calling — and like research — being a professor 
has its ups and downs. But teaching at Asbury, with the 
unique opportunity to invest in students both academically 
and spiritually, is what keeps Baldridge excited for the future.

“The whole thing is just a miracle,” Baldridge said. “It's an 
opportunity to be involved in an enterprise that is meant to 
help young people grow in grace and know their Lord better 
and serve Him. And by serving Him, serve each other.” 

“The person that comes  
out of the liberal arts education 

has had the opportunity to 
consider the whole community 
of persons that they’re a part of 
— their local community, their 

campus community and the 
global community.”
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Communicating
 Culture

Lodz Pierre-Juanso hails from Haiti, where she spent the first 17 years 
of her life. She is currently the assistant professor of French at Asbury 
University. She completed her B.A. in French and International 
Relations in 2013 and has been teaching at the college level since. 
Pierre-Juanso graduated with her M.A. in Teaching World Languages 
at the University of Kentucky in 2016. When she’s not working, Pierre-
Juanso enjoys exercising, cooking Haitian delicacies and spending 
time with her husband and dog. 

Lodz  
Pierre-Juanso 

L odz Pierre-Juanso is sometimes still surprised that her 
life’s journey led her from Pension Andre, the Haitian 
manor in which she grew up, to her corner office in 

Asbury University’s Reasoner Hall, where she spends time 
grading papers and sharing coffee with students when she’s 
not teaching French classes.  
 
Since last year, Pierre-Juanso has been heading up the 
University’s French program. Though Pierre-Juanso hails from 
Haiti, she arrived at Asbury by way of Louisville, Ky. Adopted 
twice, once by her parents in Haiti and again at 17 by her family 
in Louisville, Pierre-Juanso arrived in the U.S. in the midst of her 
high school years. She’ll be quick to point out, with a grin, that 
she attended the same high school as heavyweight champion 
Muhammad Ali. Upon graduating, Pierre-Juanso pursued 
higher education in Kentucky.  
 
Her father in Haiti, a member of the Haitian bourgeoisie, 
worked as both a doctor and professor. He valued the French 
language deeply, so Pierre-Juanso grew up speaking French 
at home in addition to Creole, the primary language spoken in 
the country.  
 
“In Haiti, there’s an amount of respect that comes when 
you speak French,” Pierre-Juanso said. “Creole is basically 
for everyone, but if you speak French, people think that 
means you’re educated and kind of have your life together. 
Understanding the value of speaking French was from him. 

[During] my freshman year of college, my father 
passed away. That was kind of like his memory 
that I was carrying around by continuing to study 
French and eventually teaching it, as well.” 
 
It was in her father’s honor that she continued her studies in 
French, choosing it as a major and later pursuing a master’s 
degree in the subject. Even now, the Haiti native honors her 
father through sharing his love of the language with the 
students in her classroom.  
 
Pierre-Juanso still manages to get back to Haiti every now and 
then as much of her family still lives there — her last visit was in 
2016. She’s even working with her mother to open a summer 
school for children; the project is still in its early stages but 
Pierre-Juanso hopes to develop it further this year.  
 
What does she miss the most about la vie haïtienne?  
 
“I miss the cooking a lot,” Pierre-Juanso said. “That’s one of the 
things I really wish I had more of. Homesickness is hard because 
I’m so far, but I’ve been managing.” 
 
Here in Kentucky, Pierre-Juanso cooks up some of her favorite 
dishes at home including legumes and black rice.   
 
As language-learning can be an oftentimes sensitive task 
where students feel especially timid and insecure throughout 

the process, Pierre-Juanso makes it her goal to 
ensure that students of all levels feel comfortable 

and free to try their hand at speaking French 
without fear of ridicule or judgment.  

 
“It’s those little things and those 'aha' moments where they 
finally get something that I’ve been teaching for a whole week 
and they’re like, ‘Yes, I got it!’ You see a different side of the 
kids,” Pierre-Juanso said. “They become so vulnerable because 
they’re like, ‘I have no idea what I’m doing. Help me!’  
 
"And also, I have native speakers. I have a student from Haiti 
and another student who is of African descent so I can have a 
different conversation with them and just flow. Some of them, 
I’m like, ‘Remember that word je?’ and they’re like, ‘No, I have 
no idea.’ We’ve got everybody on the spectrum. It’s kind of nice 
to have that.” 
 
Some call Pierre-Juanso’s teaching style one of a kind. Perhaps, 
the special relationship she has with students comes from her 
classroom hospitality. She also mixes in stories about her home 
country into her lessons on francophone culture. For Pierre-
Juanso, it’s important to not only let the students see parts of 
her life but to also create a space where they can feel safe and 
have fun.  
 
“I joke a lot in the class,” Pierre-Juanso said. “They call me 
savage or sassy, but I always encourage acceptance.”   

Lodz Pierre-Juanso brings 
global perspective to 
Asbury’s French Program.

Though she is now living 1,489 miles away from her childhood 
home, Pierre-Juanso remains deeply connected to her roots 
each day, sharing her culture and language with students 
of many different cultures and languages of origin. For that 
opportunity, she is supremely grateful. 
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Dr. Stephen Clements ’83 graduated from Asbury with a degree 
in History and worked for several years in Washington, D.C. as a 
young professional in the political sphere before completing his 
Ph.D. in political science in 1998. He joined the faculty at Asbury 
in 2008 and is currently the associate professor of Political Science 
and department chair of the Social Science & History Department. 
Clements also develops programming for Asbury’s Joe Pitts Center 
for Public Policy. 

check and follow some 
of the major national 
newspapers. You can 
allow the system that 
we had for a long time 
to help you out. The 
temptation, because 
there’s so much stuff 
constantly being 
pushed out there, is to 
look at everything or to 
look at nothing.”

Clements is energized 
by the increasing 

amount of civic interest students have displayed on campus 
in recent years and has high hopes that the Pitts Center will 
provide a space for all students, regardless of major, to come 
and further engage in the political realm. 

“I’d like to have the kind of environment here through the 
Political Science program and the Pitts Center that allows 
them to feel like they’ve had an undergraduate experience 
that gives them great opportunities to understand the 
different modes of thought and ideologies from people 
across the political spectrum,” Clements said. 

 
Learn more about the Joe Pitts Center for Public Policy  
by visiting asbury.edu/pittscenter

It’s been a busy year for Dr. Steve Clements ‘83. Between 
running the newly-minted Joe Pitts Center for Public 
Policy at Asbury University — and holding positions as 

both associate professor of Political Science and dean of the 
College of Arts & Humanities — it’s safe to say that Clements 
doesn’t stop running. 

The Joe Pitts Center for Public Policy officially opened last 
March during an inauguration ceremony with former U.S. 
Representative Joe Pitts ’61 and his family in attendance. 
Following the ceremony, the Center hosted its first event, a 
conference on the opioid crisis. 

Since, Clements has been busy organizing events for the 
Center including an Ambassadors Roundtable, a midterm 

election discussion panel, a senatorial debate and an oral 
argument session with local judges. 

As events continue to be executed, Clements’ excitement 
builds while he dreams up and examines what the future 
of the Center could look like. 

Currently, Clements is making a distinctive effort to 
establish three to four Pitts Center events per semester. 

As part of the new programming, he’s also planning a 
leadership intensive in Washington, D.C., scheduled for 
May, in which 10 to 12 students will visit the nation’s capital 
to tour historical sites, meet with professionals and discuss 
policy issues. Additionally, Clements runs the Washington 

Federal Seminar trip each 
January, a program which Asbury 
has taken part in for many years. 
Clements is always happy to 
return to the city he called home 
in the late 1980s and especially 
enjoys the chance to see it 
through his students’ eyes. 

Another arm that may potentially 
grow in the Center’s future would 
include taking on analytic projects 
through contracts and grant 
funding. These opportunities are 
often considered staples of public 
policy centers and would give 
upperclassmen the chance to gain 
hands-on work experience in the 
field of data analysis. 

In the midst of this flurry of 
activity, what’s been most 
rewarding for Clements is 
seeing his students expand their 
worldviews through Asbury’s 

Political Science coursework, 
something which he hopes will 
extend to the wider Asbury 
campus community through 
Pitts Center activities. 

“It’s [rewarding to] watch these 
students mature over the 
years in terms of their writing 
abilities, argumentation skills 
and thoughtfulness as they think 
about the future,” Clements 
said. “We’ll get a lot of freshmen 
who come in with pretty clear 
ideological blinders on. You 
can’t go through a run of courses over the span of several 
years without realizing that the picture is almost always 
more complicated than the blinkered perspective that you 
came in with. I’m not saying that I see a lot of massive shift 
in the thinking of students, but just to go from freshman 
to senior and to get them to think more historically, 
contextually and philosophically about what’s going on, 
that gives me hope.”

In addition to Pitts Center events, Clements keeps busy 
working on research pursuits. Most recently, he published a 
paper in collaboration with Dr. Kevin Brown, associate dean 
and professor of the Howard and Beverly Dayton School 
of Business at Asbury. The duo has collaborated on several 
essays for the American Enterprise Institute’s “Values in 
Capitalism” project. For this year’s essay contest, they wrote 
about the future of liberalism. 

“We’re talking about liberal political institutions and 
modes of government like in the United States and most 
European countries,” Clements said. “[It’s] this notion that 
government ought to be constructed around protecting 
freedom and rights of individuals, rather than having 
individuals and communities support a government no 
matter what it does.”

In the digital age, we’ve become accustomed to 
overwhelming amounts of political news. While the modern 
phenomenon may be exhausting, Clements, from his 
unique perspective as a political science professor, offers a 
simple solution that draws upon the ways of yesteryear.  

“This is probably not popular advice but I would actually 
stay away from Twitter and some of the newsfeeds that are 
just constant because, first of all, that’s very distracting,” 
Clements said. “Second of all, it’s hard to evaluate any of 
that because it is just being dumped in your lap. If you 
can exercise a little restraint and wait until the next day, 

Politics for Good
As Director of Asbury University's new Joe Pitts Center for 
Public Policy, Dr. Steve Clements ’83 is leading the Political 
Science program into a new phase of growth. 

 “ To go from freshman 
to senior and to get 
[students] to think more 
historically, contextually 
and philosophically 
about what’s going on, 
that gives me hope.”

Dr. Steve 
Clements
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Spend a week with Asbury University at ImpactU!

2019 High School Academic Camps 
A five-day, hands-on experience for high school students on the 

campus of Asbury University! Food, lodging, supplies ... all included!

Adventure Leadership • Creative Writing • Environmental Science & Biotechnology • Equine • Film • Forensic Science  
Theatre & Film Acting • Special Two-Week Youth Becoming Leaders (registration ends March 15 for YBL)

Limited Spots Available! Register at asbury.edu/ImpactU


