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i. n., 1. travelling money, 
provisions for a journey (in the form of 

food, money, etc.).  2. (transf.) intellectual 
or similar resources 

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Asbury University, as a Christian 
Liberal Arts University in the Wesleyan-Holiness 
tradition, is to equip men and women, through a 
commitment to academic excellence and spiritual 
vitality, for a lifetime of learning, leadership and 
service to the professions, society, the family and 
the Church, thereby preparing them to engage 
their cultures and advance the cause of Christ 

around the world. 

PublIShER:  Asbury University  
Office of the Provost

EdITOR:  Brad Johnson
Director of Marketing and Communications 

PROduCTION COORdINATOR: Gabe Gibitz 

dESIgNER: Kyle J. Schroeder 

STAFF WRITER: Rebekah Daniel

if you’re interested in learning more about Asbury 

University or would like more information about any of 

the features or research in this issue of Viaticum, please 

write to: Office of Public Relations, Asbury University, 

One Macklem Drive, Wilmore, KY 40390-1198. Or, please 

also feel free to e-mail us at bjohnson@asbury.edu. 

For general information about Asbury University, please 

visit our Web site at asbury.edu.

Eyes On Outcomes
More than three years ago, the faculty of Asbury 
University embarked on a conversation regarding what is popularly 
referred to as the general education curriculum. The questions being 
asked were, “in light of what we know about the value of a liberal 
arts education, the necessity for a theologically literate and informed 
citizenry, and the changing needs of the 21st Century learner, what 
should our foundational courses look like? What outcomes should 
they achieve? How should they be framed?”

At Asbury University, the liberal arts are at the “heart” of the educational 
enterprise.  We believe that an integrated Christian liberal arts education 
will not only discuss matters of the head and the hands (thinking and 
doing), but will also include matters of the heart (feeling, values, soul). 
The outcome of this three-year conversation is a new framework for 
thinking about and communicating our entire liberal arts general 
education core curriculum around five (5) themes. 

in this issue of the Viaticum, we focus on these themes, by highlighting 
a few of the faculty who teach in each theme area. By achieving the 
learning outcomes in each area, our students will discover a variety of 
ways of knowing, new vocabulary, new ways of thinking about their 
Creator and His creation, and enter into a variety of forms of imagination 
and expression. 

it is our profound prayer that in the process of learning, our students will 
find their calling and vocation, be well trained for a professional career 
or graduate school, and will find deeper and richer ways to love the Lord 
“with all their heart, soul, mind and strength.” 

Jon S. Kulaga, Ph.D.   
Provost  
Asbury University
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t Asbury University, the new Enduring  
Questions program offers a course of study 

through which students engage perennial 
questions about Christian faith and the  
human condition.  

 
The program seeks to promote an inquiry-based, content-rich 
curriculum organized around five key conceptual areas:  
	 •	 Integrating Christian Faith and Culture 
	 •	 Discovering Human Thought and Creative Expression 
	 •	 Engaging Society and Global Responsibility 
	 •	 Achieving Quantitative and Critical Literacy
	 •	 Searching the Natural World and the Environment

Asbury University’s Christian (Wesleyan) theological 
tradition enables students to apprehend God’s revelation 
through scripture, reason, tradition and experience. 
Part of this study, of course, includes exploring different 
theological traditions as an aspect of the broader liberal 
arts conversation about Church history, historical theology 
and biblical studies.   

While many students come to Asbury with different 
religious backgrounds, and from a variety of 
denominational and non-denominational commitments, 
they look closely at Wesleyan theology within the 
framework of the Christian tradition and consider its 

profound call to holy living: that Christ came not only to do 
something “for us,” but to do something “in us.” 

The Wesleyan call to biblical holiness continues to 
shape and inform the identity of the Asbury University 
community. This call challenges the students to think about 
what it means to participate in the divine life — to enter 
into God’s love and full provision for sharing in His blessed 
life through Jesus Christ in fellowship with the Holy Spirit.  

The course of study in the Enduring Questions program 
helps students discover a rich contextual background, 
engage diverse bodies of knowledge, cultivate habits 
of philosophic and creative thought, develop moral and 
ethical capacities, sharpen leadership abilities, and acquire 

Educating the Entire Person
Asbury university Program Complements the Call to Wholeness

 ciety and Global Responsibility

Discovering Human Thought and Creative Expression

       Engaging So
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important concepts and skills needed to understand the 
global world and its many challenges and opportunities.   
At its heart, the common experience of the Enduring 
Questions program is designed to be an education for the 
whole person, which complements the Wesleyan call to 
holiness — “wholeness.”   

Asbury University’s Enduring Questions program promotes 
shared experiences that foster student growth and 
development.  As students 
grow, they discover how 
they relate more fully to the 
complex world around them.  
This common educational 
experience gives shape to the 
mission of Asbury University 
by enabling students to relate 
to the professions, society, the 
family, and the Church.   

As their Christian faith grows, 
students walk more closely 
with God, love their neighbors, rely on the authority of God’s 
Word, and become, ultimately, persons seeking to be part of 
God’s redemptive plan for the world.

Asbury students are working all over the world fighting 
poverty, confronting the social problems of drug abuse, 
human trafficking and family conflict, to mention just 
a few.  They are practicing compassion and showing 
empathy in many of the most difficult places on the 
globe. 

The Enduring Questions program at Asbury  
University addresses questions about what it means 
to be fully human, and how to enter into “rich human 
relationships, rather than relationships of mere use and 
manipulation” (Martha Nussbaum, “Not for Profit”). It 
means, ultimately, serving the cause of Christ around the 
world — making the Word flesh. 

A necessary part of this inquiry-based, content-rich 
approach to liberal arts also means that students acquire 
important skills. Asbury University students learn how to 
write well, read deeply, speak purposefully and to lead 
by serving; they learn how to reason, to problem solve, 
to converse in another language, inhabit another culture 
and to be good stewards of creation.  

Through the Enduring Questions program, students at 
Asbury are being equipped to engage culture and the 
professions as public school teachers, college professors, 
physicians, mathematical and scientific researchers, local, 
state and national politicians, subsistence farmers on 

organic farms, translators and entrepreneurs in all areas 
of business and media. 

As their knowledge grows, particularly in the context of 
Christian revelation, students increase their ability to find 
coherence in the variety of branches of knowledge, even to 
the point of encountering the mystery of the Gospel not just 
in church or chapel, but in the classroom, the lab, the music 
studio and athletic field.  

The Enduring Questions 
program, insofar as it finds its 
unity and life in Christ, enables 
students to become alive to 
the sacred truth that “in Christ 
all the treasures of knowledge 
and wisdom are hid.” (Col. 2:3)  

The Enduring Questions 
program at Asbury 
University  is an education 
for transformation. It seeks 

to help students become the persons they never knew 
themselves to be.

As George Steiner has written, the real hope of teaching and 
learning directs us to “the dignitas in the human person, to its 
homecoming to its better self” (Lessons of the Masters). 

Given its commitment to liberal arts learning in the 
Christian (Wesleyan) tradition, Asbury University is 
particularly well suited for helping students find their 
deepest identities. 

Dr. Dan Strait is a professor of English at Asbury 
University, where he has taught for 15 years. He holds a 
Ph.D. in English from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 
In addition to his research, he’s an editorial board member 
of The Chesterton Review  — a quarterly journal of religion, 
literature and culture. Dan and his wife have two children 
and live in Wilmore, Ky.

 
 
 

The modern age presents not just mass society, but also an 
outpouring of data about every element of society. Increasingly, 
success will depend upon the ability to utilize these tools 
to facilitate critical thinking and problem solving. Dr. Steve 
Clements, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, shares more 
about Asbury’s student learning outcome of 
achieving quantitative and critical literacy.

Q: Most of Asbury’s new student learning 
outcomes correspond to traditional 
categories of knowledge — theology and 
Biblical studies, the humanities, the social 
sciences and the natural sciences.  But 
Outcome No. 4 (Achieving Quantitative 
and Critical Literacy) is different — why?

A: Our Liberal Arts Task Force became 
convinced, as we discussed the future of general education 
at Asbury, that “quantitative analysis competencies” should 
be our focus for one outcome, that this should not be 
cast as a traditional math requirement, and that it should 
be distinct from other outcomes. We have been entering 
a new era, with accumulations of social and economic 
data increasingly being utilized by organizations for their 
operations, robust computational software built into the 
smartphones, and analytic software tools proliferating on 
the Web. In this context, we needed to articulate some 
learning outcome for students that acknowledged these 
changes, and that’s how we landed Outcome No. 4. 

Q: What would course structure look like for this Outcome?

A: We’ve had, for more than two decades, a course that met 
the math requirement under the old general education 
core, and a revamped version of that might be suitable. 
But we will be experimenting with new options, as well. 
In Spring 2013, for example, Dr. Towanna Roller from the 
Math Department and Dr. Paul Hamilton from Economics 
will be co-developing and co-teaching a course called “The 
Mathematics of Personal Finance” — this will combine 
quantitative literacy instruction in the context of a family 
finance course. Similarly, faculty from the social and 
behavioral sciences will be creating a course to draw on 
data from the social arena to teach analytic software skills. 
We envision three or four such options in the future.

Q: What will the role of the Liberal Arts Council (LAC) be in 
this and the other learning outcomes?

A: Previously, each department had certain courses in the 
general education core, and any changes to those courses 
came from the faculty who taught those courses. Now, the 
LAC, a standing committee with broad representation from 
across the Arts and Sciences departments, will steward the 
new Enduring Questions general education program. The 
LAC will both sign off on course changes in the program 
and will be in conversation with faculty and departments 
about the nature of the courses. It will strongly influence the 
direction of the foundational courses.

Q: Do you see fruitful research strands 
for faculty flowing from this area?

A:	Actually, we feel this area holds 
tremendous promise. We’re seeing a 
lot of press around “big data,” the vast 
accumulations of information spinning 
off our increasing database-oriented 
behaviors, which can be mined by 
good analysts. We can see big data 
utilized in campaigns, P-12 education, 
marketing and many other areas. I can 

see faculty in business, social sciences and the quantitative 
fields having a host of opportunities for research and 
development. This is especially the case for graduate 
programs, where quantitative work is more prominent. 
In a sense, general education courses that fall under the 
canopy of outcomes will orient early undergrads to big data 
prospects in their future.

Achieving
Quantitative & 
Critical literacy

Dr. Steve Clements ’83 joined the Asbury faculty 
as associate professor of political science and Dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences in 2008. Clements is an Asbury 
graduate who holds a Ph.D. in political science from the 
University of Chicago. Prior to Asbury, he spent seven years 
on the faculty at the University of Kentucky and was Director 
of the Institute for Educational Research. 
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n Oct. 2, 1937, readers opened 
the Times Literary Supplement 
to find a review  
of a remarkable new book.

“This is a children’s book only in the sense that 
the first of many readings can be undertaken in 
the nursery,” the reviewer explained. He also made 
the point that the book “will be funniest to its 
youngest readers, and only years later, at a tenth or 
a twentieth reading, will they begin to realize what 
deft scholarship and profound reflection have gone to 
make everything in it so ripe, so friendly, and in its own 
way so true.”

The reviewer was C. S. Lewis. The book was “The Hobbit.” 
Its author was an obscure Oxford philologist named 
J. R. R. Tolkien.

Of all the things Lewis said in his review, his closing 
statement — one which must have seemed quite bold 
back in 1937 — proved to be the most accurate of all. 
“Prediction is dangerous,” Lewis concluded, “but ‘The 
Hobbit’ may well prove a classic.”  

Today, 75 years later, Lewis’s prediction seems almost 
an understatement as fans around the world shelled 
out $85 million in one weekend in December to see the 
first of director Peter Jackson’s three films on Tolkien’s 
beloved story.

Asbury English Professor Devin Brown discovered 
Tolkien’s fiction during middle school while on a 
camping vacation with his family in Northern Indiana.  

“I knew that I was going to be sitting at a picnic table in 
a state park for two weeks, so before we left I checked 
out the four biggest books from our library’s fantasy and 

science fiction shelf,” Brown explained. “I had no idea 
who Tolkien was. And because his narrator pretends to 
be reporting a true story, for the first 30 pages I actually 
thought there once were these little people called 
hobbits. I only gradually realized that Tolkien had made 
them up.”

After reading “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings,” 
Brown’s interest soon expanded to all things Lewis — 
beginning with “The Chronicles of Narnia” and “Mere 
Christianity” and shortly afterwards moving on to “The 
Screwtape Letters.” The two writers became his two 
favorite authors, and have remained so.

“When I was in college, there were no classes on Lewis or 
Tolkien like the one I now teach at Asbury,” Brown noted. 
“I just read as much as I could on my own, and when I met 
someone who shared my interest, we were instant friends. 
As soon as I finished my dissertation — which because 

Dr. Devin Brown is a Lilly Scholar and Professor 
of English at Asbury University where, in addition to 
other literature classes, he teaches a course on Lewis 
and Tolkien. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of 
South Carolina in linguistics and lives in Lexington, 
Ky. with his wife, Sharon.

From Passion 
To Publishing

of the biases of the academy could not be about Lewis 
or Tolkien — I was free to write about what I wanted, I 
knew the direction my research would take. I published 
my first article on Lewis about six months later and 
never looked back.”

Brown’s passion led to his writing three books on Lewis 
and Narnia and more recently to “The Christian World of 
The Hobbit,” which was published in October 2012 by 
Abingdon Press. Brown is currently working on a new 
biography of C. S. Lewis titled “A Life Observed,” which 
Brazos Press will release in fall 2013 to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of Lewis’s death. 

“When I was in college, there were 
no classes on Lewis or Tolkien like 
the one I now teach at Asbury.  
I just read as much as I could on 
my own, and when I met someone 
who shared my interest, we were 
instant friends.” — Dr. Devin Brown

The pastoral landscapes of New Zealand were chosen 
for the film adaptation of Tolkien’s books because of 
their similarity to Middle Earth.
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contaminants is twofold: 1) scientists can screen for large 
numbers of contaminants simultaneously, and 2) it provides 
an indication of biological effect of the contamination.

Undergraduate students have played significant roles in 
Brammell’s research at Asbury. A senior biology major is se-
quencing biomarker genes in several fish species, a process 
that involves first cloning the gene of interest and then in-

serting the gene into a bacterial chromosome, allowing the 
transgenic bacteria to make millions of copies of the gene. 
The final step involves extracting and sequencing the gene, 
followed by comparison of the sequence with published 
sequences in related fish to determine if it is the correct se-
quence. Once the identity of the sequence is established, it is 
placed into an international database. Five gene sequences 
have been recently deposited into the database from this 
work, and others are in progress.

A junior biology major is working on a project funded 
by an undergraduate research grant from the Kentucky 
Academy of Science that examines the effects of a 
widely used herbicide, atrazine, on chemical alarm cue 
response in fish. When fish are eaten by other fish small 
molecules are released from their skin that diffuse 
through the water, alerting other fish to the danger of 
predators. The student is researching whether atrazine 
disrupts this alarm cue response. The results of his work 
will provide crucial information concerning the effects 
of this highly controversial and widely used pesticide.

Three current or recent students have conducted a 
series of related studies that examine the distribu-
tion of either fish or aquatic invertebrates in local 
watersheds. Different species exhibit remarkably dif-
ferent sensitivities to environmental disturbance, so 
species composition provides an excellent indication 
of water quality.  

The Sunfish
as Sentinel 
Changes in biomarkers signal  
effects of chemical compounds 

In the world of higher education, there is often a sharp 
distinction made between schools with “teaching” faculty 
and schools with “research” faculty. At Asbury University, 
Biology professor Dr. Ben Brammell is making such differ-
ences “statistically insignificant.”

Brammell’s research involves gauging the impact of 
aquatic environmental contaminants by measuring 
changes in fish communities in Kentucky’s waterways. 
With student participation, Brammell combines high-
tech methods, such as real-time PCR to measure levels of 
mRNA expression in aquatic animals, with old-fashioned 
legwork in the creeks and streams near Asbury’s Wilmore, 
Ky. campus.

“It has not been until relatively recently that humans have 
realized that many of the chemical compounds we create 
have subtle but insidious effects,” Brammell said, citing 
effects such as the feminization of reptiles and amphib-
ians, sex reversal in fish (males turning into females), and 
altered sex ratios in fish and amphibian offspring. “These 
effects are the result of unexpected interactions between 
the environmental contaminants and the endocrine (hor-

mone) systems of these animals. Humans are not immune 
to these effects, and a growing body of evidence suggests 
decreased fertility and increases in sex-linked cancers in 
humans are tied to the increasing presence of these com-
pounds in our environment.

“We utilize fish as sentinels for detecting contamination, fo-
cusing on the effects that environmental contaminants have 
on enzyme activity in aquatic animals.” 

The changes in the fish are detected by tracking biomarkers, 
specific proteins known to be altered following exposure to 
certain classes of environmental contaminants. An elevation 
in one or more of the proteins is an indication of contami-
nant exposure. The advantage to studying the biomarkers 
rather than directly measuring the amount of 

Fieldwork in the beautiful Kentucky Palisades, just minutes 
from Asbury, provides students with unique research skills and 
understanding of the complexities of the environments they study.

Dr. Ben Brammell is an Assistant Professor of 
Biology at Asbury University. Brammell earned his 
B.S. in Biology from Eastern Kentucky University 
before earning a M.S. in Biology at Tennessee 
Tech University and a Ph.D. in Biology from the 
University of Kentucky in 2005. Since joining Asbury 
University in the fall of 2010 he has published five 
peer-reviewed papers, obtained four externally 
funded grants, and made 17 presentations at 
professional meetings.

“Participating in research gives  
students a taste of the challenges 
and rewards of science, both  
preparing them for work in graduate 
school and helping them decide if 
the field is right for them.”  
— Dr. Ben Brammell

Current Asbury students are studying the effects of widely used 
herbicides on chemical alarm cue responses in fish and the 
distribution of organisms in three different aquatic environments. 
Student work done in University labs is then added to a database 
that serves scientists around the world.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y:
 D

an
el

le
 A

le
xi

s 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y



11

A
SB

U
R

Y
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 J

o
U

R
N

A
l 

o
F 

R
E

SE
A

R
C

H
 &

 S
C

H
o

lA
R

SH
Ip

10

hen a 21st-century researcher wants to learn more 
about an emotionally charged topic (masculinity 
and femininity) during an emotionally charged 
time in history (the Cuban Revolution) in an 
emotionally charged place (Cuba), where does 
she turn? When official sources of information 
have been censored, how can she see a clear 

picture of the way things were — and are?

If she’s Dr. Krissie Butler, assistant professor of Spanish at 
Asbury University, she takes a look at one particular form of 
expression that captured the progression of cultural trends 
and ideas: the novel.

Butler’s current research examines various novels, such as 
Cristina Garcías “Dreaming in Cuban” and José Soler Puig’s “En 
el año de enero,” in order 
to explore the ways in 
which women engaged 
the Cuban Revolution 
and helped construct it 
through their expression 
of patriotism. Central to 
this study is Fidel Castro, 
the charismatic law 
student who ousted Cuban 
President Fulgencio Batista 
in 1959 and inspired an 
emotional reaction in Cuba 
that was part patriotism 
and part romance.

“There was a tradition of 
strong men in Cuba;, it was 
chaotic and people were fed up,” Butler said. “But his influence 
can’t only be due to the fact he was charismatic. It’s because he 
changed definitions of masculinity and manhood in Cuba.”

Building on the work of Latin American-scholar Doris 
Summer, who has argued that the foundational fiction 
of 19th-century Cuba sought to metaphorically unify the 

REAdINg 
INTO CubAN 
REVOluTION 

Asbury Spanish professor 
discovers a “fictional” window 

into Cuba’s real-life past.

nation through romance between star-crossed lovers, 
Butler proposes the Cuban Revolution rewrites the romance 
to revolve around Castro and his role of “husband” to Cuba and 
patriarch of its people. For women, the “Comandante” became 
an object of desire in both a passionate and patriotic sense.

“In giving themselves to the Revolution, women ultimately 
gave themselves to the great patriarch whose simultaneous 
intrusion into the private space of passion and the public 
space of duty stands as a bold metaphor for the Revolution’s 
totalizing control over the female body,” Butler said.

Through examining the literature from the time period, Butler 
developed an understanding of the influence of this one 
man on the political, social, cultural and psychological life 
of the people of Cuba. Official channels of communication 
on the island were — and are — closely monitored, but 
Cuban fiction retains more liberty to follow the time-honored 
traditions of Dickens, Tolstoy and others who interpreted the 
world through the non-historical characters they created. 

Dr. Krissie Butler ’04 was born and raised in Kentucky. 
She graduated from Asbury in 2004 and finished her doctoral 
work at the University of Kentucky in 2012. Her studies and 
doctoral research have taken her to Spain, Mexico and Cuba, 
and she has visited Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic 
through mission projects. She is married to Mark Butler ’02, 
also on the faculty at Asbury, and has a daughter, Avery. 

“There was a tradition of strong men in 
Cuba; it was chaotic and people were 
fed up,” Butler said. “But his influence 
can’t only be due to the fact he was 
charismatic. It’s because he changed 
definitions of masculinity and manhood 
in Cuba.” — Dr. Krissie Butler

1. Fidel Castro speaking in Havana, 1978 by Marcelo 
Montecino. 2. La Caballeria by Raúl Corrales Forno 
pictures a group of Castro’s Movement Rebels in 1959. 
3. The “patriarch” of Cuba, Castro’s name and images 
became a part of everyday life. 4. Federation of Cuban 
Women by Bob Wepster features Vilma Espín who 
married Castro’s brother and served as FCW president 
beginning in 1960. (Images 1, 2 and 4 are used under 
Creative Commons license 3.0) 

4.
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 mid the 2011 Occupy Wall Street protests, a 
handwritten sign in careful block letters 

challenged the idea that corporations 
retain rights such as free speech: “I’ll 

believe corporations are people when 
Texas executes one.”

This recent sign is a manifestation of an older debate 
that has been circling both the legal courts of the United 
States as well as the courts of public opinion — much to 
the interest of Asbury University’s assistant professor of 
philosophy, Dr. Claire Brown.

“In the past year, we’ve witnessed a number of cases 
of what I would call ‘institutional moral assessment’ — 
universities, corporations and organizations being spoken 
of as if they possessed moral agency, the ability to make 
moral (or immoral) decisions and to be held accountable 
for those decisions,” Brown said. “Penn State, Chase Bank 
and Chick-fil-A all saw their actions subjected not merely 

to legal but moral scrutiny. Even when such cases are not 
making headlines, it’s fairly common to hear people or see 
mission statements claim a particular school, charity or 
business ‘stands for,’ or ‘believes in’ certain moral principles.”

To an extent, this common way to speaking holds 
true philosophically, and there is a real sense in which 
an institution — and not merely the members of the 
institution — can act and take a stance on moral issues. 
Thus, the more complicated question is not whether, but 
how much, moral agency an institution can hold. 

The question took on new urgency in 2012 with 
the passage of the health-insurance mandate and 
subsequent constitutional challenge concerning its 
specific implications for Christian institutions and 
controversial forms of birth control. As Brown puts it, 
there are two questions at stake:  
1.) In what meaningful sense can it be true that a 
university is conscientiously opposed to abortifacients. 

W H A T  “ W E ”  B E L I E V E
 Examining the Relationship Between individual and institutional Conscience 2.) if a university does have a conscience that would 

be violated by subsidizing abortifacients, are there 
grounds for protecting that conscience the way the 
legal system protects the conscience of those who are 
conscientiously opposed to war.

“Those two questions are very particular questions about a 
very particular issue,” Brown said. “But they are instances of 
a larger question about the meaning of ‘conscience’ at the 
institutional level and the extent to which individual rights 
should be extended to groups as wholes.

“It’s this larger question that interests me. I don’t think that all 
the reasons for protecting an individual’s conscience — for 
example, the way draft exemptions for pacifists protect the 
pacifist’s conscience — extend to the institutional level. I 
also think that there are many more truly amoral institutions 
than there are individuals, which makes the application 
of conscience protections at the institutional level more 
practically difficult.

“Nonetheless, I do think the moral agency of institutions 
is something that, all other things being equal, is to be 
encouraged rather than stifled, and that an institution’s 

demonstration of past moral commitments make its 
moral conscience merit consideration.”

Brown’s classroom discussions highlight the markedly 
practical implications of the philosophical and 
theological aspects of the debate. Asbury students, 
who see the issue as students of an institution with 
Christian values as well as future employees of both 
Christian and secular corporations, are paying attention.

“A lot of our students are very pro-life, so if they’ve been 
following the issues around the health-care mandate, they’re 
interested in exploring the topic,” Brown said.  

Dr. Claire Brown ’04 is assistant professor of 
Philosophy at Asbury University. In 2011, she graduated with 
a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Notre Dame, 
writing a dissertation in ethical theory. She has written 
in publications on moral philosophy and philosophy of 
religion. Brown lives with “her mutt,” Sam, in Wilmore, Ky.

“Penn State, Chase Bank & Chick-fil-A 
all saw their actions subjected to 
not merely legal, but moral scrutiny. 
Even when such cases are not making 
headlines, it’s fairly common to hear 
or see statements that claim a  
particular school, charity or business 
‘stands for,’ or ‘believes in ‘certain 
moral principles.”  — Dr. Claire Brown

The morality of Penn State University’s football program and the JP 
Morgan Chase Company, among others, became a hot topic recently.
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Recent Publications
From Asbury University Faculty

sbury University’s Kinlaw Library is pleased 
to announce the addition of two unique 

collections focused on theological writings 
dating back to the 17th century and 
providing a rich store of primary source 

materials for scholars.

The Wesley Collection contains more than 750 titles by 
and about John and Charles Wesley. The Wesley brothers, 
credited with founding the Methodist movement in 
England and America, influenced not only their own 
generation, but generations to come through Charles’ 
prolific hymn lyrics and John’s preaching and writings. A 
contemporary emphasis on Christian growth and renewal 
has led to a resurgence of interest in the writings of John 
Wesley as a guide to matters of faith and practice.

The Macclesfield Collection includes theology books 
printed in the 1600 and 1700s that were part of the 

well-known Earl of Macclesfield Castle libraries. A 
noteworthy feature of the Macclesfield Collection is the 
pristine condition of these volumes, which were carefully 
preserved. 

In an academic world in which research often is conducted 
by bits and pixels, the experience of handling exquisite, 
leather-bound books that contain some of the titles that 
John Wesley himself would have read and studied while he 
was enrolled at Oxford adds a unique sensory dimension.

Already, researchers from premier institutions have used 
these materials for dissertation research and book projects. 
The collections can be viewed Monday through Friday, 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., or by special arrangement with the 
Archives Librarian (please call (859) 858-3511, x2292 for 
an appointment). A bibliography of the collections can 
be accessed online at asbury.edu/offices/library/archives/
collections/special-collections. 

From the Archives
The Wesley and Macclesfield Collections
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new york staff band  Celebrating 125 Years 1887–2012
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199 West 8th Avenue, Suite 3, Eugene, OR 97401
Tel. (541) 344-1528 • Fax (541) 344-1506 
Visit our Web site at www.wipfandstock.comA division of  WIPF and  STOCK Publishers

CASCADE Books

ISBN: 978-1-62032-084-6 / PAPER

Pre-orders: Contact your favorite bookseller or order directly 
from the publisher via phone (541) 344-1528, 

fax (541) 344-1506 or e-mail us at orders@wipfandstock.com

Media, Examination, and Review Copies:
Contact: James Stock
(541) 344-1528, ext 103 or James@wipfandstock.com

Linda Stratford is Associate Professor at Asbury University. She is a co-founder of the Association of Scholars of 
Christianity in the History of Art (ASCHA) and has produced a number of publications and presentations that 
draw upon cross-disciplinary training in art history and aesthetics, including a manuscript in progress, Artists into 
Frenchmen, a study of art and identity in modern France.

ReVisioning: Critical Methods of Seeing Christianity in the 
History of Art examines the application of art historical 
methods to the history of Christianity and art. As methods of 
art history have become more interdisciplinary, there has 
been a notable emergence of discussions of religion in art 
history as well as related fields such as visual culture and 
theology. This book represents the first critical examination 
of scholarly methodologies applied to the study of Christian 
subjects, themes, and contexts in art. 

ReVisioning contains original work from a range of scholars, 
each of whom has addressed the question, in regard to a 
well-known work of art or body of work, “How have particu-
lar methods of art history been applied, and with what 
effect?” The study moves from the third century to the pres-
ent, providing extensive treatment and analysis of art histori-
cal methods applied to the history of Christianity and art.

ReVisioning
Edited by JAMES ROMAINE and LINDA STRATFORD

Cr it i ca l  Methods  of  See ing  Chr i s t iani ty  in  the  His tor y  of  Ar t

James Romaine is Associate Professor of Art History and 
chair of the Department of Art History at Nyack College. He is 
the President of the Association of Scholars of Christianity in 
the History of Art (ASCHA). His recent scholarship includes Art 
as Spiritual Perception: A Festschrift for Dr. E. John Walford 
(2012), and contributing to the exhibition catalog Tim Rollins 
and K.O.S.: A History (2009).

Forthcoming from Cascade Books . . .

Devin	Brown  The Christian 
World of The Hobbit 
explores the impact that 
author J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
faith had on his fiction, 
revealing a side of Tolkien 
that is rarely explored 
but vitally important 
to understanding the 
essentially Christian nature 
of his work. 

Jim	Owens	Television 
Production is a practical 
guide to professional 
television and video 
production techniques. 
The authors explain how 
to influence and persuade 
the audience, hold their 
attention, develop their 
interest and arouse their 
emotions (15th edition). 

Burnam	Reynolds 
Columbanus: Light on 
the Early Middle Ages is a 
biography in the Library 
of World Biography series. 
Columbanus (543-615AD), 
an Irish saint, missionary 
and monastic pioneer, was 
key in the creation of a 
unified Western concept of 
monastic life.

Rocky	Wallace  Servant 
Leadership: Leaving a 
Legacy zeroes in on the 
critical need for integrity-
driven leaders who 
understand how vision, 
innovative thinking, 
emotional intelligence 
and authentic relationship 
can transform a school’s 
culture.

Kevin	Anderson Hebrews: 
A Commentary in the 
Wesleyan Tradition, part 
of the New Beacon Bible 
Commentary Series, 
explores a book of the 
Bible with much to say to 
Christian believers today 
who live in uncertain and 
challenging times.

Ron	Holz	New York Staff 
Band Celebrating 125 Years 
(1887-2012) compliments 
a scholarly history of the 
Salvation Army’s oldest 
staff band [The Proclaimers, 
2nd edition, 2007]. Eight 
chapters feature a stunning 
array of photos and 
illustrations. 

Linda	Stratford 
ReVisioning: Critical 
Methods of Seeing 
Christianity in the History 
of Art provides an 
examination of scholarly 
methodologies applied 
to the study of Christian 
subjects and themes in 
select works of art. 

David	Swartz Moral 
Minority charts the rise 
and fall of a forgotten 
movement — the 
evangelical left —and the 
ways in which identity 
politics and other factors 
led to its failure to make 
a lasting impact on the 
United States.
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A Five-Day, Hands-on Experience for High School Students on the 
campus of Asbury University! Food, Lodging, Supplies ... All Included!

June 3-7, 2013
•	 Adventure Leadership Camp
•	 Equine Camp
•	 Film I Camp
•	 Worship Arts / Audio Production Camp

June 9-13, 2013
•	 Creative Writing Camp
•	 Film II Camp
•	 Math & Science Camp
•	 Theatre Camp

About ImpactU At Asbury University’s academic summer 
camps for high-school students, experienced faculty and talented 
college students will staff camps where students focus on real-life 
issues, strategies and solutions in a college setting. For example, 
Math & Science campers could learn to simulate a yellow fever 
outbreak and design an irrigation system ... all in a creative, Christ-
centered environment.  Learn More at asbury.edu/impactU


