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The purpose of this bibliography is to help you locate information on the English language and 

English literature through the use of carefully selected reference sources available in the Kinlaw 

Library.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask a Reference Librarian for 

help. 

 

 

INDEXES AND ABSTRACTS 
 

INDEX MLA International Bibliography.  1969 to date. 

Online in EbscoHost 1925 to date. 

 

 Provides a classified listing and subject index for books and articles published on modern  

 languages, literatures, folklore, and linguistics, including British and American literatures  

 and the English language. 

 

INDEX Humanities Index.  1907 - 1931, 1962 to 1996. 

Online in WilsonWeb OmniFile 1984 to date. 

 

 The Index provides access to English language periodical articles through author and  

 subject entries arranged in one alphabet.  In addition there is a separate listing of citations  

 to book reviews.  Language and literature are included among the subject fields indexed. 

 

ONLINE Proquest Research Library: Humanities Module.  1971 to date. 

 

The Research Library features a highly-respected, diversified mix of scholarly journals, 

trade publications, and magazines.  This combination makes it one of the broadest and 

most inclusive databases.  Search periodicals on subjects such as communication, history, 

journalism, literature, philosophy, religion, and more in this module.  This subject-

specific module provides access to a large number of full-text titles (over 300) in the 

humanities, many not found in any other database. 

 

INDEX Essay and General Literature Index.  1960 to date. 

Online in WilsonWeb 1985 to date. 

 

 The Index provides an alphabetically arranged author and subject index to essays  

 published in collections.  Particular emphasis is given to the humanities, including  

 linguistics and literature. 

 

INDEX Play Index.  1949 - 1992. 

 

INDEX Short Story Index.  1900 - 2002. 
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Ready Ref. 

016.80881 

G721  The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry.  13
th

 ed.  2007. 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
 

REF 

016.8209 

H34L  Literary Research Guide.  2nd ed.  1993. 

 

REF 

016.028 The Reader’s Adviser: The Best in Reference Works, British Literature, 

R227r  and American Literature.   6 vols. 14th ed.  1994. 

 

REF 

016.8209 

B72r  Reference Works in British and American Literature.  2nd ed.  1998. 

 

Ready Reference 

016.405 

M62  MLA Directory of Periodicals.  8th ed.  1996. 

 

 

DICTIONARIES & ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 

Language 

 

 REF 

 422.03 

 H46f  Facts on File Encyclopedia of Word & Phrase Origins.  3
rd

 ed.  2004. 

 

 REF 

 423 

 Si5o  The Oxford English Dictionary.  2nd ed.  20 vols.  1989. 

 

 REF 

 423.1 

 D5  The DK Illustrated Oxford Dictionary.  1998. 

  

 REF 

 423.1  

 F65m  The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage.  3rd ed.  1996. 

 

 REF 

 423.1 

 R73  Roget’s II: The New Thesaurus.  3rd ed.  1995. 
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 REF 

 423.1 

 S38b  British English A to Zed.  2001. 

 

 REF 

 423 

 A62  American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language.  4
th

 ed.  2000. 

  

Literature 

 

 REF 

 803 

 M54h  New Handbook of Literary Terms.  2007. 

 

 REF 

 803 

 M86b  The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms.  1997. 

 

 REF 

 801 

 H37d  Dictionary of Concepts in Literary Criticism and Theory.  1992. 

 

 REF 

 808.003 

 E56e  Encyclopedia of Rhetoric and Composition.  1996. 

 

 REF 

 803 

 M47e  Merriam Webster’s Encyclopedia of Literature.  1995. 

  

 REF 

 810.3 

 H25o  The Oxford Companion to American Literature.  6th ed.  1995. 

 

 REF 

 810.9 

 R54r  Reference Guide to American Literature.  4
th

 ed.  2000. 

 

 REF 

 813.0927 

 S25m  Major Characters in American Fiction.  1994. 

 

 REF 

 820.3 

 H3  The Oxford Companion to English Literature.  6th ed.  2000. 

 

  

 

 REF 
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 823.0927 

 G74di  Dictionary of British Literary Characters.  2 vols.  1993-94. 

 

 REF 

 820.3 

 O94  The Oxford Companion to Twentieth-Century Literature in English.  1996. 

 

 REF 

 808.1 

 N39  The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics.  1993. 

 

 REF 

 821.09 

 H34o  The Oxford Companion to Twentieth-Century Poetry.  1994. 

 

 REF 

 822.33 

 D62o  The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare.  2001. 

 

 REF 

 822.33 

 B66s  Shakespeare A to Z.  1990. 

 

 REF 

 809.927 

 C93  Cyclopedia of Literary Characters.  Rev. ed.  5 vols.  1998. 

 

 

HANDBOOKS 
 

Style Manuals & Grammar Guides 

 

 Ready Reference 

 808.02 

 M6h  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  6th ed.  2003. 

 

 Ready Reference  

 808.02 

 U54m  The Chicago Manual of Style.  14th ed.  1993. 

 

 Ready Reference 

 808.02  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  6th ed.  

 T7  1996.  (Turabian) 

 

 Ready Reference 

 808.027 

 N46  The New York Public Library Writer’s Guide to Style and Usage.  1994. 

 

REF 
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428.2 

C65  A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language.  1985. 

 

For further information on the MLA Style, see our handout How To Use MLA Style # 5 located 

in the Reference Area. 

 

 REF 

 070.52 

 W83  The Writer’s Market.  2008. 

 

Literature 

 

 REF 

 808.8 

 M2m  Masterplots.  Rev 2
nd

 ed.  12 vols.  1996. 

 

 REF 

 809 

 M67w  World Literature and its Times.  3 vols.  1999-2001. 

 

 REF 

 808.8 

 M273m Magill’s Literary Annual.  1970-2008. 

 

 REF 

 809 

 C629  Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism.  201 vols.  Current. 

Provides information on authors who died between 1900 and 1959, including a 

comprehensive survey of an author’s  career or an individual work of 

literature, and a selection of interpretations and criticism. 

 

 REF 

 809 

 C63  Contemporary Literary Criticism.  254 vols.  Current. 

  Information on authors still living after 1960 or who died after 1959. 

 

 REF 

 809.3103 

 M25c  Critical Survey of Short Fiction.  7 vols.  2
nd

 rev ed.  2001. 

 

 REF 

 809.3 

 R65c  Critical Survey of Long Fiction.  8 vols. 2
nd

 rev ed.  2000. 
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REF 

928.1 

D5  Dictionary of Literary Biography.  Over 100 vols. 

 

REF 

928.1 

C767c  Contemporary Authors.  265 vols.  Current. 

 

REF 

928.1 

C82  Contemporary Authors:  New Revision Series.  171 vols.  Current. 

 

REF 

928 

A55  American Writers.  4 vols.  4 supplements.  1974-1996. 

 

 

ATLASES 

 

ATLAS 

809 

B72a  The Atlas of Literature.  1998. 

 

 

ONLINE CATALOG 
 

If you are interested in finding other materials on this subject, you may want to search the 

Library’s online catalog.  One way to search for materials is by subject heading.  To do this, 

double click the icon labeled “Online Catalog,” select “Subject Browse” from the drop down 

box, and type in your subject of interest.  Here are a few possibilities: 

 

 American literature      

 English fiction -- 20th century -- History and criticism 

 English language -- Composition and exercises 

 Short stories, American 

 

If you would like to learn more about searching on the online catalog, please see a Reference 

Librarian for assistance at the Reference Desk. 
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DEWEY CLASSIFICATION 
 

If you would like to browse the Library’s stacks for books on the this subject, the following 

listing of call numbers might help get you started in the right area. 

 

400 Language 

410 Linguistics 

420 English & Old English 

800 Literature & rhetoric 

810 American literature in English 

820 English & Old English literatures 

 

 

JOURNALS (only current subscriptions are listed) 

Titles marked with * are also full text in either Ebsco, WilsonWeb or Proquest.   

Titles marked with – are full text directly from the publisher.   
      

*American Literature 

CSL Bulletin (C. S. Lewis Society) 

*Christianity and Literature 

*College English 

*ELH (English Literary History) 

*Early American Literature 

*Eighteenth Century Studies 

*English Journal 

*Hudson Review 

* - Journal of Linguistics 

*Modern Fiction Studies 

* - Modern Language Journal 

*Modern Language Quarterly 

*Nineteenth Century Literature 

* - Notes & Queries 

PMLA (Publications of the Modern Lang. Assn.) 

*Poetry 

*Sewanee Review 

*Shakespeare Quarterly 

*Victorian Studies 

*Writer 

Writer’s Digest 

- Year’s Work in English Studies 
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